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                              January 2018 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES  

FROM PAUL WAGNER 

 

 

  

Happy New Year, Everybody!   It’s been a great year of garden railroading for 

me, and I hope for all of you.  As my first message to you as your new presi-

dent, I want to thank Ross for all he has done as past president; and I join Ross 

in thanking all of the other board members for their enthusiast and imaginative 

hard work during the past year.  I would like to underscore a couple of the 

achievements of Ross in the past two years:  namely, spearheading the redraft 

of the Bylaws; and the vision to lead us in creating a new and relevant newslet-

ter and website.   

The new Bylaws will be a pleasant surprise to you in their clarity, simplicity, and 

comprehensiveness.  I urge all of you to read them, and use the organizational 

measures outlined there to help us keep the club on track.  It is a living, growing 

document – this is your club, and we will consider new ideas from everyone in 

improving it even further.  The bylaws are available on the website on the 

“Members Sign In” page, under “FGRS Business” 

 

 

                                        CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 
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FGRS 2018 BOARD MEMBERS 

FGRS President 

Paul Wagner 

941-445-0409 

fgrs.president@gmail.com 

FGRS Vice President 

THIS POSITION IS OPEN 

ANY VOLUNTEERS? 

fgrs.vicepresident@gmail.com 

FGRS Treasurer 

Joyce Chapman 

352-536-9499 

fgrs.treasurer@mail.com 

FGRS Newsletter 

Tom Hite 

860-803-0049  

fgrs.newsletter@gmail.com 

FGRS Event Manager 

Frank Kimmel 

352-223-7201 

fgrs.eventsmgr@gmail.com 

 

  

FGRS Membership 

Fred Weber 

410-310-6001 

fgrs.membership@gmail.com 
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UPCOMING TRAIN SHOWS 

 

   2018 Upcoming Florida Train Meets/Shows    
  
 January 6:  Hernando County Fairgrounds, 6436 Broad St., Brooksville  34601 
(Regal Railways:  727-244-1341; all shows 9A-2P, Adults $5, children 12 and 
under free; EARLY BIRD $7 by reservation; vendors and model train layout; 
lunch available Joe_@regalrailways.com; www.regalrailways.com)  
  
January 13-14:  62nd Florida Rail Fair, Volusia County Fairgrounds, Tommy 
Lawrence Arena, 3150 E. New York Ave., Deland  32724 (Golden Spike, 
Charles W. Miller, 3106 N. Rochester St., Arlington, VA 22213, 703-536-2954, 
email: rrshows@aol.com; website www.gserr.com)  
January 20:  Elks Lodge, 401 N. Indiana Ave., Englewood  34223  (Regal Rail-
ways, above)  
January 20-21:  Martin County Fairgrounds, 2616 SE Dixie Hwy., Stu-
art  34996  9A-3P both days (contact Bill Smet                    847-331-0440, email 
cgwbill@aol.com)  
  
January 27:  Minnreg Hall, 6340 126th Ave., Largo  33773, 10A-3P  Meet Story 
in this issue! (TCA SD)   
  
February 3-4:  Model Train Show & Sale, Savannah Regional Center, 1545 
Buena Vista Blvd., The Villages  32162, Feb. 3, 9A-4P; Feb. 4, 10A-3P. Contact 
Sam Mathis 352-750-2433, sammathis@bellsouth.net, or Cecil Byrd 352-693 -
4079 (the villagesmodeltrainclub.com)   
  
February 10:  Prime Osborn Convention Center, 1000 Water St., Jackson-
ville  32204 (Golden Spike, above)  
February 17:  New Lake Civic Association, 8330 Civic Rd., Port Rich-
ey  34668  (Regal Railways, above) 

February 17-18  Scale Rails Fort Myers 2010 Hanson Street   10A - 4pm Info 
Call Jim Morse 239-775-8905 
  
February 24:  Fenn Center, 2000 Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce  34982, 10A-
3P  Meet Story in this issue! (TCA SD)   

 

 

 
  

mailto:Joe_@regalrailways.com
http://www.regalrailways.com
mailto:rrshows@aol.com
http://www.gserr.com
mailto:cgwbill@aol.com
mailto:sammathis@bellsouth.net
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February 24:  Columbian Club of Osceola Cty., 2000 Neptune Rd., Kis-
simmee  34749  (Regal Railways, above)  
March 3:  Azan Shrine Temple, 1591 W. Eau Gallie Blvd., Mel-
bourne  32935  (Schultz Space Coast Trains, 321-    805-1953, schultzspace-
coasttrains.com)  

 
March 3:  First Christian Church, 1908 SE Fort King, Ocala   34471 9A-3P 
(Lions Club, contact Bob Chadwick, 352694-6381)  
March 10:  US Army National Guard Armory, 8551 W. Venable St., Crystal Riv-
er  34429  (Regal Railways, above) 

 

March 10-11:  Bradenton Convention Center 1 Haben Blvd.Palmetto 10AM-
4PM (RealRail) Contact Bill Clark 941-504-2474 
 
March 24:  Hillsborough Cty. Fairgrounds, 215 Sydney Washer Rd., Do-
ver  34429  (Regal Railways, above)  
 
April 7:  Lopez Hall, 7177 58th St. N., Pinellas Park  33781  (Regal Railways, 
above)  
 
April 14:  63rd Florida Rail Fair, Volusia County Fairgrounds, Tommy Lawrence 
Arena, 3150 E. New York Ave.,    Deland  32724 Contact Charles W. Miller 703-
536-2954, rrshows@aol.com (Golden Spike)  
May 19:  Hernando County Fairgrounds, 6436 Broad St., Brooksville  34601 
(Regal Railways, above) 
 

 Let’s not forget the Engelwood train show. 

Jan 20th - Englewood Toy Train,Collectible & Hobby  Show/Sale 

9AM - 2PM          

Elks Lodge 
401 N. Indiana Avenue, Englewood, FL 34223  

Engelwood 

 

Elks will sell food for lunch 

mailto:rrshows@aol.com
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January 6, 2018 Fun Run at the River Bend RV Park in Alva (Near Labelle) 

 

Starting at 10AM.  Bring a picnic lunch for you and your guests, and 
chairs, and a train to run.  This layout is battery power only.  

The address is 

  5800 Hwy 80, Alva 33920 

This is a gated community, when you arrive, check in at the office, and 
call Bill Severns, 505-263-1598 for instructions in getting to the layout. 

 
This is a large community club layout which includes several switching 
yards and interesting routing features, with an extensive scratch-built 
town and many industries.  They operate 1:20.3 fine scale narrow gauge 
trains, but if you have a "G" scale train you would like to run, bring it 
along.  Check the website for pictures of this fine railroad.   

 

February 17, 2018— Fun Run at Charlie Beall’s 

NOTE THE DATE CHANGE FROM JANUARY 21ST 

Charlie Beall was once again a great host and from all who attended, a Big 
“Thank You” Charlie for opening up your home and sharing a spectacular Gar-
den Railway layout with us for a Club meeting.  Charlie said the layout is rough-

ly 70 feet x 90 feet and has four train track lines.  It was built in 2006.  There is 
a waterfall, water feature, stocked with fish, long truss bridges, and as the pic-
tures show a varied, beautifully landscaped terrain throughout the layout.  If you 
missed this opportunity, Charlie has reserved February 17, 2018 for another 

event.  Also…we have two videos of his layout on our closed to members only 
Group Florida Garden Railway Facebook page from May 10th last year.  If you 
haven’t joined yet…..sign up, it’s free as part of your membership, and you’ll 

see great Garden Railway pictures and videos from members.   

 The meet starts at noon, bring a dish to share, and chairs. 

His address is 7839 Sloewood Drive, Mount Dora, 32757. 

cbeall7839@gmail.com 

Phone 352-383-3976 

MEETS AT MEMBERS HOUSES 

mailto:cbeall7839@gmail.com
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 March 24, FGRS Garden Railroad Meet -- 11:00 AM to 4 PM.  

Paul and Pat Wagner 

1781 S Cranberry Blvd, North Port, 34286.     

Phone 941-426-4847, or mobile: 941445-0409 

email: wagstation@aol.com 

 

Bring chairs and a picnic lunch, and a train to run.  This layout was designed for 
1:29 scale rolling stock. The clearances will not allow most 1:20.3 to run.   Bat-
tery power, only. 

 

This layout is patterned after the South Fork Division of the Southern Railway in 
the Lake Cumberland area of Kentucky.  The layout depicts the Southern Rail-
way as it would have appeared near the end of the steam era (circa 1945). 
There is a double track mainline which can be operated point-to-point be-
tween two towns, or as a single, long “dogbone” for continuous opera-
tions. There are stations, a logging spur, and a coal mine along the way.   
There is 300’ of mainline and 6 stub sidings set up for switching opera-
tions.  Sharpest curves are 12.5’ diameter with #6 turnouts.  Mainline 
grades are 2%.   

 

The layout covers 23’ x 72’ of hilly terrain with a pond and cascading wa-
terfalls.  There is also an extension to a staging yard in a shop.   The land-
scaping was constructed using 17 tons of rock and 70 yards of various 
types of fill.   Embankments and roadbed grades were constructed using 
buried bricks, and various concrete mixes, including hypertufa, with the 
ballast and stone embankments being bonded in place with concrete 
bonding agent.    Rolling stock includes 1:29 scale steam engines and 
heavyweight passenger cars in Crescent Limited livery; coal hoppers 
serving a mine; a logging train, and several peddler freight trains.   

Control is by Airwire with battery power being charged through constant 
track voltage.  Sound is from Phoenix P5 units plus one LGB sound-
equipped loco.    

 

 

 

 

mailto:wagstation@aol.com
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April 28th   - Fun Run at Tom & Gloria’s House. Located at 23379 Superior Ave 

Port Charlotte. The Tropical RR hours will be 12:00 to 4:00. Bring your own 

lunch. Soda and water will be provided. The TRR has 400’ of main line track 

with 20’ diameter curves so bring on the Big Boys. The switching yard has 7 

tracks for plenty of storage. All switches are #6. 

 

   

 if anyone else is interested in hosting a fun run at their house please 

send me an  e-mail with all the details, date, time, address, length of main 

line, minimum diameter curves, what you will supply, and anything else 

you feel is pertinent to the event.  

 

 

 

If you have requested to host an event with someone else you need to contact 

me to get onto the official schedule.  Please do not contact any other board 

member. Things can get forgotten or lost in transition.  
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         Past meets 

  

 FGRS set up a booth at the Tampa Train show in December, we created 
good will with a lot of folks who stopped by.  We played videos of some of 
our layouts on the club's TV, and ran engines on rollers with lots of noise 

and smoke, while we handed out applications and brochures.  Jay Archer 
brought his live steam mogul and did a presentation as he fired and ran 
it.  It was a real crowd pleaser. 
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LINKS TO TRAINS PAST & PRESENT 

  FEC Rolls Out LNG 
Written by William C. Vantuono 

Friday, November 10, 2017  

Photo Credit: William C. Vantuono 

Submitted by Ross Marvin 

 

Side note from Ross: One of our longtime FGRS members Victor Caryaway asked me several months 

ago about LNG as a fuel source for the FEC.  I was going to send this article to him and thought our 

members might be interested too.  It was published in the last newsletter from the Central Florida 

Railway Historical Society newsletter called the “Flatwheel”.  Enjoy and HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 

Florida East Coast Railway has become the first North American railroad to adopt LNG (liquefied nat-

ural gas) for its entire linehaul locomotive fleet. FECR on Nov. 9 officially rolled out its 24-unit fleet, 

consisting of 12 pairs of back-to-back GE ES44C4s with a purpose-built Chart Industries fuel tender 

in between, at Bowden Yard, Jacksonville. FECR, a Class II regional, is also the first railroad to haul 

LNG as a commodity, under a Federal Railroad Administration waiver. LNG, which has been tested as 

a locomotive fuel for the better part of 25 years and is still under evaluation by several Class I’s, 

among them BNSF, works for FECR both as a fuel source and a commodity, for two reasons. One, the 

FECR line-haul locomotive fleet is captive, operating solely on the railroad’s Jacksonville-Miami main 

line. Two, FECR has a ready source of LNG: Florida East Coast Industries owns and operates an LNG 
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plant in Titusville. The $250 million facility got the green light in January 2015; FECI affiliate Tico De-

velopment built the now fully operational plant at the south end of Titusville. Reducing natural gas 

to its liquid form permits cost-effective transport over long distances; experts say LNG is one of the 

fastest growing segments in the energy industry, with a 10% to 15% percent projected annual 

growth rate over the next decade. The EPA Tier 3-compliant locomotives look no different than GE 

ES44C4s, but their GEVO prime-movers have been retrofitted by GE with its Next Fuel™low-

pressure technology. Next Fuel™ Natural Gas Retrofit Kits “enable existing Evolution Series locomo-

tives to operate with dual fuel capabilities,” GE says. “This gives railroads flexibility to run on both 

diesel fuel and LNG with up to 80% gas substitution as well as run 100% diesel. Our Next Fuel™ kits 

allow railroads to use natural gas as a fuel source, reducing emissions and potentially reducing fuel 

costs by 50% while not compromising performance.” The gas substitution method retains diesel for 

compression ignition purposes. A 100% LNG engine would require a spark ignition, like a gasoline 

engine. The purpose-built, 149,600-pound (fully loaded) fuel tender is what sets these units apart 

from conventional locomotives. Specially designed and built by Chart Industries, they consist of a 

cryogenic tank permanently mounted in a railcar that looks a lot like an intermodal well car. But a 

well car it isn’t. It’s much stronger, capable of deflecting a side impact from a tractor-trailer without 

damage. the car also sports a center sill much larger and heavier than a well car. Underneath, the 

car body has no openings where, in a derailment, an errant rail that becomes a projectile comes up 

through the floor and punctures the tank. The design was extensively computer modeled to simu-

late worse-case side impact and derailment scenarios. The cryogenic tank, secured to the railcar 

and protected by a massive steel frame with collision posts, is like a giant thermos bottle. It’s really 

two tanks in one: An inner stainless-steel tank within an outer carbon-steel tank, separated by a 

layer of thermal insulation. Complex gasification equipment that takes the LNG and transforms it 

into a gas for the locomotives’ fuel injection system forms a web of valves and pipes. It’s a compli-

cated setup—a real “plumber’s nightmare”—but it works well, and safely. Safety features also in-

clude valves that snap shut automatically if the LNG plumbing is damaged, preventing leakage. 14 

LNG content is determined by weight, not by volume, hence the scales that are built into each fuel-

ing station. It takes 90 minutes to fill an empty tender. The tender car fuels its twin locomotives for 

up to 900 miles of heavy-haul service operating at a maximum speed of 60 mph. That’s good for 

one 700-mile round trip between Jacksonville and Miami, including idling time and potential delays, 

with fuel and time to spare. FECR, under FRA waiver, is also hauling LNG in ISO containers. The 

bottom two photos show one of these units loaded in a conventional intermodal flat car. The safety 

of transporting LNG by rail has, as expected, been questioned. Is LNG flammable? According to the 

California Energy Commission (CEC), “It depends. When cold LNG comes in contact with warmer air, 

it becomes a visible vapor cloud. As it continues to get warmer, the vapor cloud becomes lighter 

than air and rises. When LNG vapor mixes with air it is only flammable if within 5%-15% natural gas 
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in air. Less than this is not enough to burn. More than this, there is too much gas in the air and not 

enough oxygen for it to burn.” Likewise, is LNG explosive? Again, according to the CEC: “As a liquid, 

LNG is not explosive. LNG vapor will only explode if in an enclosed space. LNG vapor is only explo-

sive if within the flammable range of 5%-15% when mixed with air.” In the unlikely event (since the 

fuel tender is designed to withstand a large impact) event of LNG escaping from a cryogenic tank 

during a derailment or collision, Florida’s first-responders along the state's eastern coast are being 

trained in proper response techniques. A retired New York City Fire Department officer has been 

training firefighters and first-responders all along FECR territory “to deal with any emergency with 

LNG on the rails and on the highways," says Lt. Tom Guldner, FDNY (ret.). Guldner, President of Ma-

rine Firefighting Inc., says his “LNG for the First Responder” program is comprised of a two or three-

day program involving “Awareness Level,” “Operations Level,” and “Command Level” training. “This 

training has been conducted in Florida along the FECR rail line for the Jacksonville Fire Department, 

the Martin County Fire Department, and a group of first responders from Broward and Dade Coun-

ties. With LNG in use throughout the U.S. on our highways and, in the future, on other major rail 

lines, this training will be of use in other areas as well.” Among several certifications Guldner is cer-

tified by BNSF Railway in “LNG Awareness and Emergency Response” and “Railroad Emergency Re-

sponse HazMat Awareness.” He is not new to the LNG industry. For the past 18 years, his company 

has been training mariners and first responders to deal with LNG on ships and work boats in the 

U.S., Mexico and Australia. 
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Amtrak FY 2017 Financials: Gains Across the Board  
Written by William C. Vantuono 

 Friday, November 17, 2017  

Submitted by Ross Marvin 

Amtrak reported ridership, revenue and earnings results for its Fiscal Year 2017 that despite show-

ing mostly modest increases, nevertheless set records in several categories. The company’s fiscal 

year ended Sept. 30, 2017. Amtrak’s 31.7 million passenger trips were a 1.5% increase over FY 

2016. Total revenue of $3.2 billion increased 1.1% over the prior-year period. Operating losses 

(unaudited, adjusted) of $194 million improved 15.7% over FY 2016. In ridership, Amtrak achieved 

year-over-year increases from FY 2016 for all service lines:  Northeast Corridor (NEC): 12 million rid-

ers, a 1% increase and the NEC’s highest ridership year ever.  State Supported Services: 15 million 

riders, a 2.1% gain.  Long-Distance Routes: 4.6 million riders, a 0.9% increase.  Amtrak’s farebox re-

covery rate—The percentage of operating costs covered by ticket sales and other revenues—was 

94.7%, a new record. Other FY 2017 accomplishments:  Completed more than $420 million of state-

of-good-repair and renewal infrastructure work, including significant track replacement, numerous 

projects in the New York area, and a new maintenance facility in Seattle.  Began a major Infrastruc-

ture Renewal program at New York Penn Station, which accelerated important construction work. 

Amtrak installed 897 track ties, 1,100 feet of rail, 1,000 tons of ballast, 7 turnouts 4 complex dia-

mond crossings, and 176 yards of concrete.  In coordination with state partners in Illinois, Wiscon-

sin, Oregon and Washington, deployed state-purchased Siemens Charger diesel locomotives on cer-

tain routes, “enhancing customer comfort, safety, reliability and emissions levels.”  Designated a 

Master Developer for Chicago Union Station for a six-year, $1 billion redevelopment of the station 

and adjacent property. Amtrak is also continuing a multi-year repair program of the station’s Great 

Hall atrium.  Streamlined Amtrak’s senior management structure “for increased organizational 

effectiveness, better alignment with the account structure created in the FAST (Fixing America’s 

Surface Transportation) Act, and greater transparency to customers and stakeholders.” 25  Contin-

ued “deleveraging” its balance sheet, decreasing total debt from $3.3 billion at Sept. 30, 2007 to 

$1.2 billion at Sept. 30, 2017, a reduction of 64% over the 10-year period.  Launched a new Winter 

Park Express in Colorado, serving more than 18,000 customers.  Invested in customer enhance-

ments such as new Amfleet I car interiors and improved Wi-Fi service on Acela Express trains.  More 

than 80% of customers are using Amtrak’s self-service channels for reservations and ticketing.  In-

creased membership in the Amtrak Guest Rewards program by 19%.  Launched a national partner-

ship with Lyft; 80% of Amtrak customers who have used Lyft indicate it makes their Amtrak trip easi-

er. Amtrak “will explore opportunities with additional travel partners in 2018 to provide additional 

connectivity to and from Amtrak trains.”  Completed “Project unITy,” a corporate-wide effort to 

“integrate, simplify and centralize technology and data services to better meet customer expecta-
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tions and foster easier communication among Amtrak’s national workforce.” “Amtrak had a record-

breaking year in 2017,” said Co-CEO Wick Moorman. “To our customers and partners, we thank you 

for your business. To our employees, we commend you on your dedication and service. More and 

more people are choosing rail travel and for good reason. Amtrak offers a more comfortable and 

convenient travel experience with great amenities such as free Wi-Fi on most trains, plenty of leg 

room, and no middle seat.” “We provided a vital transportation service to more customers and cre-

ated strong value for the federal investment,” said Amtrak Board Chair Tony Coscia. “And we’re go-

ing to do even better. Over the next several years, we’re aiming to cover total operating costs from 

ticket and other revenues by strengthening our services and continuing to drive efficiency. To do 

this, we are making investments in tracks and stations, on our trains, and in the delivery of custom-

er service so that we can serve more customers with a better experience.” 
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TRAINS FOR SALE 
This  area will be used to list trains for sale. List them here before going 

to e-bay.  If a club member wants it, you can save the hassle of listing 

and fees. 

Rules are simple. Submit two pictures per item, a description of the item,   

contact information, and the price. 

Send your info to the fgrs.newsletter@gmail.com  e-mail by the cutoff 

date and that’s it. 

Items will appear for two issues unless I am notified of sale before hand. 

  

   The following trains are for sale by Bruce Benardo. He can be reached by 
phone  941-474-2792  or e-mail bcb1226@comcast.net  

 

  

  

 

Aristocraft # 23011 Dash 9 Diesel 
BNSF Warbonnet # 778 .Mint, Like 
New Was displayed only and test 
run.$550.00. 

USATrains, R22207 GP-38 # 3508 
Santa Fe Diesel Locomotive, Like 
New, Mint Test Run Only , $325.00. 

mailto:bcb1226@comcast.net
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Aristocraft # ART-28425 Rogers Christmas Set, New, Complete set and ready to 
run., $250.00.  
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WANTED: Looking for a steel sided boxcar, any brand, any road name for a pro-
ject I'm working on. I'd prefer that it be complete but distressed and well used is 
OK. I'm looking for something very low cost. Thank you for any help you can 
give me. 

  

Bob Conant 

Bradenton, FL 

bobconant@aol.com 

(941) 792-2701 

 

  

  

mailto:bobconant@aol.com
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“THANK YOU HARRY BECKHAM”  

FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATION TO OUR CLUB 
Harry Beckham, a longtime member of the Florida Garden Railway Society has made an incredible dona-

tion to our club.  He has donated much of his G-scale collection to FGRS.  The following pictures are ex-

amples of just a few of the items which includes roughly 30 engines, dozens of rolling stock cars, buildings, 

over 500 feet of track and so much more.   Much of his collection is Aristocraft. (Engines included are Alco 

FA &B-1, Alco RS-3, UB25-B, DASH – 9, plus switches, and so much more)   

There is some LGB representation in both engines and track.  There are roughly eight boxes of 5 ft. (12 to 

the box) track alone which has never been out of the box.  Some LGB track too.  There are curves and 

straights.  Plenty of miscellaneous used track.     

Most, if not all has been in storage for over ten years, so the boxes show wear.  We have plenty of used 

track, Gearbox cars and trucks, etc., etc. 

The collection will be at the Deland show in January for sale at our booth/display.  Our goal is to price it to 

sell so please show up early to get the best selection.  Proceeds of the sale will go to the club.  The follow-

ing pictures/items are examples of what will be offered for sale.   

I have priced some of the pictured items and if you want to buy them at the prices shown, send an email to 

Ross Marvin confirming your purchase.  We cannot mail the items so they are for PICK UP ONLY at the 

Deland show.  We’ll work with you the best we can on trying to get the items closer to you, but please un-

derstand this is a large collection and we don’t have the resources to be able to deliver it or package each 

piece and mail it to you.  Thanks for understanding. 

 

Aristocraft 5 ft. track (12/box) New: YOUR COST $225.00/box 
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Aristocraft (ART22109) GE U25-B Diesel Locomotive.  Tested and runs smoothly back & forward.  

Lights work.  Did not test smoke.  Beautiful, but used.  Check out the wheels.  YOUR COST $250.00 

 

Watch Tower with Smoke.  Looks complete but I did not check every part.  YOUR COST: $60.00

 

Aristocraft ALCO RS-3 ATSF/Santa Fe Zebra #2099 Tested and runs great both back and forward.  

Looks great too.  YOU COST: $250.00 

 

Aristocraft  4 ft. brass track.  Looks used.  YOUR COST $30.00 

 
Aristocraft Manual Right & Left Manual Switches.  They look new!!!!   YOUR COST: $80.00/Pair 



19 

 

Pola G921 GAS STORAGE TANK PLATFORM. Includes directions.  Looks new but I didn’t check for every 

part.  YOUR COST: $60.00 

The items listed/priced will be sold on a first email in to me basis.  (See the officers page on this newsletter) 

Since we do not have a credit card system, checks and cash will be accepted payments.     

THERE ARE TOO MANY ITEMS TO LIST INDIVIDUALLY SO IN ADDITION TO THE PRICED ITEMS SHARED, 

HERE IS A SMALL MONTAGE OF OTHER ITEMS THAT WILL BE FOR SALE AT THE DELAND SHOW.  It’s a 

lot of stuff, MANY THIGS NOT PICTURED and we are pricing it all to GO at the Deland show.   

THEY HAVE NOT BEEN PRICED YET SO PLEASE NO CALLS ABOUT HOW MUCH THEY ARE.  COME EARLY 

AND GET SOME GREAT DEALS.     

THOSE MEMBERS WHO HELP WITH SET-UP ON FRIDAY WILL HAVE THE FIRST LOOK AT THE ITEMS FOR 

SALE.   
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Please understand most is used stock.  Our plan is to test all the locomotives before the show.  

Based on that there may be some broken ones that will be sold “AS IS”, at the show.  For example 

there is a Polk Circus Train engine, tender and cars (may not be complete) with two engines that 

both need repair.   

I am happy to answer questions at 407-435-7012.   
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After over a year of learning and yearning, the new website is up and running, and substan-
tially complete!  Please take a few minutes, and give it a spin.   It is where the old one was: 

www.fgrs.org 

but has a completely new look and feel.  

If you still see the old website when you try to open it, do a "Refresh" to clear the old one 
from your PC memory.  In some cases, you will have to clear your browser history, to get it 
to work the first time.  Let me know if you have difficulty with that, or any aspect of seeing 
what you want on the site.  

 

Several of the "Members Only" (Hit "Members Sign In") pages are incomplete, but they will 
be coming soon. All the 2017 newsletters are available, as is the "Membership List". 

 

The "Members Sign In" password is "Trains"  (case sensitive) 

 

It will work on your tablets and cell phone browsers, but all functions may not present 
properly.   Give me a report on how that goes if you try it on one of those.  I will try to get 
that working better, as it is handy to look at when your are traveling or visiting friends.  

 

I'm anxious to hear how it works on your computer, if the graphics fill the page properly, or if 
you have difficulty navigating.  Please send me photos of your layout, or anything else you 
would like to have posted.  In the members photos section, I would eventually like to have a 
pictorial story about every one of you.  

 

Notice also there is a place to post things for sale, no cost to you.  The Links page will be 
completely new, and organized so you can find other clubs, dealers, tech support, rail fan-
ning info, and anything else you would like to see there.   Send me your favorites. 

All the FGRS newsletters from 2017 are posted on the "Members Sign In" page, so if you 
missed one, you can pull it up in PDF format, and print it. It will be kept up to date, and 
soon all the newsletters for prior years will be posted there, also. 

 

The "Schedule a Meet" page will have a complete graphic calendar where all activities that 
any of our members might be interested in will be posted, so you can plan a meet without 
interfering with other meets and shows.  There will also be tips and answers to FAQs for 
planning a meet.  

 

Hope you enjoy the website, 

Yours with Trains, 

Paul Wagner 

FGRS President and  Webmaster. 

http://www.fgrs.org
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FGRS Membership Application 

The Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS) invites you to join a group of peo-

ple who share a common Interest in large scale trains, both indoors, outdoors, 

or modules. We are a group of individuals, Couples, and families who enjoy so-

cializing with others and participating in train related activities.  Dues 

$30/YR for single or family memberships. Annual dues include subscriptions to 

FRS Newsletter. All renewals are due in January. If interested in joining FGRS 

or to renew your membership, please 

Complete this application and send a check payable to Florida Garden Rail-

way Society (FGRS), 

Attn: Fred Weber, 7686 E. Oak Forest St. Floral City, FL 34436. 

 

 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Street:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

State:_________  Zip:___________   Phone#:________________________________________ 

E-Mail:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Would you like your information shared with the club members only? Yes_____ No_____ 

Name badges are $18 each. If mailed add $3.00. They have two lines: One for your name and the other 

line can have the town 

 where you live or the name of your railroad.  

First Badge                                                                                Second Badge  

Name:______________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Town or RR name:_________________________             ____________________________________ 

  

  

The FGRS Newsletter will be  

Published by the 7th of each 

month. The deadline to submit  

information for the newsletter will  

always be the last day of the 

month. 
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Florida Garden Railway 
Society is calling all 
Members who can: 
 

Volunteer for Participation 

(Even if it is for only a few hours) 
At our Deland Rail Fair  

FGRS Booth/Display 

 

Friday January 12th 2 PM for set-up 

Saturday January 13th  10 AM until close 

Sunday 10 AM until 4 PM (Tear-down)   

 

Please help us show the fun and excitement of the G-scale 
garden railway hobby by volunteering for set-up, booth 
participation and/or tear down.  Your help is welcome and 
needed for our presence at this show to be a success for 
the club.  

 

WE MUST REGISTER YOU WITH A BADGE 

WHICH WILL GIVE YOU FREE SHOW ENTRY 

 

CONTACT FRANK KIMMEL 352-223-7201  
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The response has been tremendous to the new website, and expanded newslet-

ter format.  These both will do so much for us all, both to promote the club to 

new prospective members, and to be a powerful resource for all Florida garden 

railroaders.  They are also living documents, and your suggestions and help 

with them are appreciated. 

As is often the case, we received only one nomination for each board position, 

except for the office of vice president, and secretary, which have not yet been 

filled.   

As provided in the Bylaws, the former vice president becomes the incoming 

president, for a two-year term, which I have agreed to.  Ross Marvin, our out-

going president, has agreed to serve as interim vice president, until we can find 

someone to serve, for which I am very grateful. 

Jay Archer has agreed to be the new Membership Chair, a friendly, energetic 

garden railroader from Dunedin, whom most of you have met.   

Fred Weber, our out-going Membership Chair, has agreed to be the new Events 

Chair, and will use his experience running a commercial booth at the shows to 

help us negotiate with the show promoters, and guide us in the construction of a 

new, more compact show layout and display.  He will need the assistance of 

many of you to execute these set-ups, I hope you will all pitch in and make it a 

success.   

Joyce Chapman has agreed to stay on as Treasurer, and for that we are very 

grateful. 

Tom Hite, a real go-getter, has agreed to stay on as Newsletter Chair. 

I will continue to serve as Webmaster until the website is completely finished, 

and until someone volunteers to take it over.  The new website format is ex-

tremely easy to update and edit, please let me know if you are willing to take 

this over.   
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My biggest goal for 2018 is to address getting more people out to meets, more 

often. I recently read an article that said meeting friends monthly for some 

worthwhile activity makes one happier than making twice as much money, and I 

believe it!   I would like to facilitate a system whereby every member will have 

some activity with others in FGRS, at least once per month.    We are a geo-

graphically challenged club - Florida is a large state, with distances requiring a 

five or six hour drive to visit layouts at opposite ends of the area our club 

serves. It appears that most (including me) are not willing to drive more than a 

couple of hours, regularly, for a meet.  We have tried to mitigate this by alternat-

ing the meets from one part of the state to another, but I see that it has come to 

mean that the majority of members only get out to a few meets per year.  We 

need to have more regular neighborhood activities to get folks together with 

their closest RR friends more often, but without detracting from a few of the 

meets that people might be willing to travel a long distance for.  I would like to 

see if there is interest in having one or two statewide meets per year which 

would attract people to drive long distances; and encourage monthly neighbor-

hood meets in all corners of the state?  Please drop me a note and tell me of 

your ideas for increasing participation.   

 

It’s that time of year again for renewing membership.  Please send your dues in 

early to Fred Weber – (notice his address on the application form on this news-

letter)  And, if you’re not yet a member, we’d love to have you be one of us – I 

think you’ll find $30 per year for FGRS membership the best return for your hob-

by dollars there is.  (That works out to $2.50 per month – you can’t even buy a 

“Happy Meal” for that!) 

 

The FRS Board page will be updated next month. Send all dues to Fred. Jay 

will start his duties in February. 

 

 

 

 


