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                              JULY 2018 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES  

FROM PAUL WAGNER 

 

 

     

What a great convention!  Twenty FGRS members, along with about 700 peo-

ple from all over the world, descended on Atlanta for a great week of garden 

railroading!  Everyone I talked to had a great time, although there were some 

bumps and glitches.  More than a minor bump was experienced by longtime 

member, Bob Conant, who suffered a severe heart attack while at the barbeque 

and train ride at Stone Mountain.  Quick action by park staff, his wife, Cheri, and 

EMS crew brought him to the nearby Medical Center where he received great 

care.  After several days in critical condition in the ICU, he rallied and is now 

making good progress towards recovery.  His wife, Cheri, and their son and 

family were there, and are giving him excellent support.   I received a message 

from Cheri today saying they hope to start for Florida on Tuesday, June 26th . 

She credits his amazing recovery with being at the right place with the right 

people around them to help, and sends their thanks to all who have been keep-

ing them in their thoughts and prayers.  Even with the devastating setback, she 

says they really did enjoy what they saw of the convention. 
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Bob Conant presenting a coupler installation clinic at a meet in 2013 
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There were train rides in Chattanooga and Copperhill, Tennessee, as well as at 

Stone Mountain.  The train show was, as always, the place to get up close and 

personal with the factory representatives.  Piko, USA Trains, LGB, Airwire, 

Rockwell Tools, and others were represented.  Many nationally known dealers 

had large displays and were selling the latest train equipment. We learned 

many great tricks and techniques from the “experts” at the daily clinics.   

 

The Ice Cream Social on Wednesday was at the Southern Museum of Civil War 

and Locomotive History in Kennesaw where we got to see the famous 4-4-0 lo-

comotive, the “General”, made famous in the 1862 “Great Locomotive Chase”.   

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                 Photo by Jim Jerele 
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The Garden Railway Tours began on Wednesday, and there were some great 

ones!  How about building a layout into a 40’ high natural stone outcropping in 

your back yard?!  Homeowner Jesse Murrah said the neighbors weren’t too 

happy when he began using dynamite! 
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Here’s a hillside layout featuring over 100’ of wooden trestles! 
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One of the most tasteful layouts was this simple, medium sized layout nestled 

into a lush landscape. 
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There were beautiful hillside layouts everywhere! 
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Driving around in the lush, rolling hills of the Atlanta suburbs was a refreshing, 

but challenging, change for us Florida flatlanders.   Both the DIY drivers and the 

buses consistently underestimated the times and distances involved, so unfor-

tunately, as with most national conventions, we didn’t get to see everything, and 

it left us wanting to see more. 

At the convention dinner banquet we were surprised to hear that the famed 

Denver Garden Railway Society still has no plans for a future convention, but 

there was a twinkle in the eye of the guy who made that announcement.  The 

2019 convention will be hosted by the Rose City folks in Portland, Oregon.  

There are some serious garden railroaders on the west coast, so if you have 

been planning a trip out west, this would be an excellent time to work it into 

your itinerary.   

Work is progressing well on several of our members’ layouts presently undergo-

ing major renovations, and we expect this fall and the coming year to have a 

jam packed schedule of backyard train meets, as well as train shows.    We will 

feature reports on some of the construction projects next month.  If there are 
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garden railroaders you haven’t heard from for a while, give ‘em a call, and see if 

they could use a hand. 

 

The password for the “Members Sign-In” page on the website is changing to 

“ChooChoo” as of August 1st.  The members section will have the new roster, 

newsletters, and many other features that I haven’t had time to complete before.  

The members map on the home page and the “Events” page will be updated al-

so. 

 

Until next month, 

Good health and railroading to all! 

- Paul Wagner 
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FGRS 2018 BOARD MEMBERS 

FGRS President 

Paul Wagner 

941-445-0409 

fgrs.president@gmail.com 

FGRS Vice President   

Ross Marvin  

407-435-7012 

fgrs.vicepresident@gmail.com 

FGRS Newsletter 

Tom Hite 

860-803-0049  

fgrs.newsletter@gmail.com 

FGRS Event Manager 

Fred Weber 

410-310-6001 

fgrs.eventchair@gmail.com 

 

 

       FGRS Membership 

  Jay Archer  

727-736-1989  

                    fgrs.membership18@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Treasurer 

Joyce Chapman 

352-536-9499 

joyceechap@yahoo.com 
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  This months member spot light is Paul Smith and his Bagley Mountain RR. 

 

Paul and his wife Brenda retired a few years ago. He worked in healthcare for 
several years as a surgical technologist/nurse and during the final years in ad-
ministration as a facilities manager and materials manager. Brenda worked in 
retail and had her own gift and home furnishings store. They  vacationed during 
the winter months on Sanibel Island and really liked the area, so when they re-
tired the search was on for a place where they could settle as close to Sanibel 
as possible. Some friends had a place at Palmetto Palms in Ft Myers just three 
miles from the Sanibel causeway, so that’s where Paul and Brenda ended up. 
Paul and Brenda spend about 5 months in Florida and the remaining time at 
their  home in Maine. 
 
 

Here is the train station. 
 
 

Member Spotlight 
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The Maine Central railroad ran through the farm that he grew up on in Lincoln. 
Maine had a lot of paper mills at the time and loads of pulpwood were seen on 
the railroad almost every day. He recently kit bashed a bulkhead flat car for the 
garden railway. Paul ordered steel wheels from Gary Raymond and the car rolls 
nicely. 

 

The name of the railroad, The Bagley Mountain Division of the Maine Central 
Railroad, comes from the Bagley Mountain Road which Paul and Brenda live  

On.   The mountain division of the Maine Central which ran through the White 
Mountains of New Hampshire. That branch is now owned by the Conway Sce-
nic Railroad out of North Conway, NH. The 470 Railroad Club operates a tourist 
train there and offers spectacular Fall scenery from their dome car. Paul is  a 
member of the 470 Railroad Club as well. The 470 was the last steam locomo-
tive (a Pacific) to run on the Maine Central Railroad. Its’ last run was in 1954. It 
is currently in the process of being restored at Washington Junction in Ells-
worth, Maine. Paul thinks one of the members of the FGRS is from Ellsworth. 
He met him last winter, but he doesn't remember his name…..he had a small 
dog in a baby stroller! 

 

Some of you may recognize this train. 
That’s right it’s none other than Marv 
Koenig and his SOO line F7 and GP9. 
Marv stopped by for a visit.  
 
Paul’s interest in large scale model rail-
roading began with a trip to a train show 
up in Bangor, Maine. In his HO layout, 
Paul models several eras of trains in-
cluding that of the 1970’s which had the 
Harvest Gold paint scheme of the MEC 
GP-38’s. At the show, one vendor, and 
member of the Maine Garden Railway 
Society, had the same GP-38 locomo-
tive for sale made by USA Trains. Paul 
thought about it for a bit and then ended 

up bringing the locomotive home. Paul began his research on building a garden 
railway by picking up a copy of Jack Verducci’s book on designing and building 
a garden railway. He decided some variation of a folded dog bone pattern would 
be the most interesting and he had plenty of room to utilize that design. Paul 
brought in a backhoe and leveled a spot above his house, and had the operator 
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pile two mounds of soil up on each end and also create a 10 foot diameter de-
pression for a future pond. Yhe plan was to have a waterfall on the mound near-
est the pond which would flow into the pond and recirculate from a skimmer 
back to the top of the mound, or “mountain”.  

 

Paul met Nancy Norris at the Tampa annual convention a few years ago and 
picked up her book, and also e-mailed her later for advice about constructing 
the water feature. Nancy got back to Paul about coming to Maine to visit some 
family there and offered her services to help build the feature. Paul took her up 
on that. Here is a photo of Nancy with her finished work on the waterfall:  Also  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul had a meet  of the MGRS club he belongs to in Maine. 
 
Paul has written a couple of articles for Garden Railways magazine. One was 
how to build bridge abutments using PVC lumber and finished with Rustoleum 
Desert Bisque sand textured paint. The abutment in this picture on the next 
page is an example of that. 
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This is an overview of Paul’s layout. 
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UPCOMING TRAIN SHOWS 

 

  2018 Upcoming Florida Train Meets/Shows    

Submitted by Bruce Benardo 
   
  July 14:  64th Florida Rail Fair, Volusia County Fairgrounds, Deland 32724 .  

Contact Charles W. Miller, 3106 N. Rochester St., Arlington, VA 22213, 703-536
-2954, email: rrshows@aol.com; website:   

www.gserr.com  

 
  
August 18-19:  Model Train Show & Sale, Savannah Regional Center, 1545 
Buena Vista Blvd., The Villages 32162, Aug. 18 = 9A-4P; Aug. 19 = 10A-3P. 
Contact Sam Mathis 352-750-2433, sammathis@bellsouth.net, or Cecil Byrd 
352693-4079, cbyrd@cfl.rr.com (TheVillagesModelTrainClub.com)   

August 25th – Pinellas Park 
Lopez Hall 
7177 58Street North 
Pinellas Park, FL 33781 
  
September 1:  Train Show, Azan Shrine Temple, 1591 W. Eau Gallie Blvd., Mel-
bourne 32935  SchultzSpaceCoastTrains.com, 321-805-1963 (Schulz Space 
Coast Trains, above)   
  
September 15:  Lake Nona Middle School, 13700 Narcoossee Rd., Orlando 
32832   

September 22nd – Brooksville 
Hernando County Fairgrounds 
6436 Broad Street 
Brooksville, FL 33601 

 
September 23:  Train Show, 605 N. Collins Ave., Plant City 33563,863-412-
3090 (H.B. Plant City Railroad Historical Society)  

 
 October 6, 2018 – Volusia County Fairgrounds, DeLand, FL 

Saturday November 10,2018  

Crystal River,FL  

mailto:rrshows@aol.com
http://www.gserr.com/
mailto:sammathis@bellsouth.net
mailto:cbyrd@cfl.rr.com
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US Army National Guard Armory 
8551 W. Venable Street 
Crystal River, FL 34429 
Adults $5.00 children under 12 free 
Hours 9-2 
Vendors and Model Train Layout  

 

October 13th – Kissimmee 
The Columbian Club of Osceola County 
2000 Neptune  Road 
Kissimmee, FL 34744 
  
October 27th – Port Richey 
New Lake Civic Association 
8330 Civic Drive 
Port Richey, FL 34668 

 

November 17th – Dover 
Hillsborough County Fairgrounds 
215 Sydney Washer Road 
Dover, FL 33527 

 
November 17:  Morocco Shrine Auditorium, 3800 St. Johns Bluff Rd., Jackson-
ville 32224, 10A-3P  

 

December 1st – Pinellas Park 
Lopez Hall 
7177 58th Street North 
Pinellas Park, FL 33781  
  
December 1:  Schultz Space Coast Train Show, Azan Shrine Temple, 1591 W. 
Eau Gallie Blvd, Melbourne 32935 ,schultzspacecoasttrains.com (Schultz Space 
Coast Trains  

 

December 15 & 16, 2018 – FL State Fairgrounds, Tampa, FL 

 

January 12 & 13, 2019 – Volusia County Fairgrounds, DeLand, FL 
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February 9, 2019—Jacksonville, FL 

 

For a Complete list of Train Shows go to http://www.railserve.com/events/
train_shows.html 

Save the above web address as it has a complete updated list of Train Shows 
Nationwide , along with a lot of other good information about the Hobby. You will 
be very surprised at how many train shows there are  just in Florida year round 
and will find them listed here. 
  . 
 
   
 
   

http://www.railserve.com/events/train_shows.html
http://www.railserve.com/events/train_shows.html
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          2018 

  

October 20th - Meeting at Dave & Ruth’s house. Located at  

11605 Lake Park RD in Tavares.  

The Lane Park & Wherever RR will start running trains at 11:00, with plans for 

lunch at 12:00. The LP&W has a thousand feet of track divided into four loops, 

with another ninety feet of storage track in the shed. We run NCE DCC track 

power. Twenty two wooden bridges cross two rivers connecting three ponds 

and two dry river beds. I replaced the last temporary aluminum bridge with a 

covered bridge last year. Two mountains with fifty feet of trestle complete the 

lay-out.  

       2019 

 

April 6th - Fun Run at Tom & Gloria’s House. Located at 23379 Superior Ave Port Char-
lotte. The Tropical RR hours will be 11:00 to 4:00. Bring your own lunch. Soda and wa-
ter will be provided. The TRR has 400’ of main line track with 20’ diameter curves so 
bring on the Big Boys. The switching yard has 7 tracks for plenty of storage. All switches 
are #6. Battery power only. 

   

 if anyone else is interested in hosting a fun run at their house please 

send me an  e-mail with all the details, date, time, address, length of main 

line, minimum diameter curves, what you will supply, and anything else 

you feel is pertinent to the event.  

 

If you have requested to host an event with someone else you need to 

contact me to get onto the official schedule.  Please do not contact any 

other board member. Things can get forgotten or lost in transition.  

  

MEETS AT MEMBERS HOUSES 
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LINKS TO TRAINS PAST & PRESENT 
      

 . 
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TRAINS FOR SALE 
This  area will be used to list trains for sale. List them here before going 

to e-bay.  If a club member wants it, you can save the hassle of listing 

and fees. 

Rules are simple. Submit two pictures per item, a description of the item,   

contact information, and the price. 

Send your info to the fgrs.newsletter@gmail.com  e-mail by the cutoff 

date and that’s it. 

Items will appear for two issues unless I am notified of sale before hand. 
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The following engine is for sale by Tom Hite. 

I can be reached at FGRS.Newsletter.com or 860-803-0049. 

This is a GP38-2 by USA TRAINS. I did all of the following myself. 

Installed airwire G3X, placed a 4500 mah battery from Cordeless Renovations. 

Phoenix sound, I also put ditch lights on the front and rear as all yard engines 

have this configuration. The ditch lights alternate when the bell or horn is 

pressed. I also replaced all the axles and wheels it does not have the traction 

tires anymore I used the regular wheel set. This was necessary  because USA 

TRAINS had a problem with the axels being split from the factory.  Now this en-

gine runs smooth as can be. Kadee couplers were also added. It also can run 

on track power and still have all the functionality that is offered through the air-

wire  Tx. Any questions call or e-mail. 

It is offered at  $700.00 pretty firm because that’s what I have into it. I spent 

about 30 hours from out of the box to finished product. My labor is free to any 

FGRS member. Enjoy the pics. Here are two videos of the engine in action. 

https://youtu.be/ih962nEm6eU 

https://youtu.be/F1DrdtoJ4MA  

https://youtu.be/ih962nEm6eU
https://youtu.be/F1DrdtoJ4MA
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Here is the control switches. Upper left charging jack, Phoenix computer inter-

ace, fuse. Lower left  switch is a center off. Switch to left your on battery to the  

right your on track power. Center switch is for  turning off the sound board durn-

ing programming  of CV’s . Switch on right controls volume of sound system. 
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 Bob Conant has the following for sale. He can be reached at 

941-792-2701 

bobconant2@gmail.com 

 

 

1 - Bachmann Plus 10 Wheeler Excellent condition, no box, East Broad Top road name, Kadee cou-

pler on tender, Asking $75.00 

 

1 – Bachmann Wooden Caboose, Excellent condition, excellent box, metal wheels, Kadee couplers, 

East Broad Top road name. Asking $50.00 

 

5 – LGB 2 Bay Hoppers, Excellent condition, excellent boxes, Kadee couplers, East Broad Top road 

name Asking $40.00 each 

 

1 – Bachmann Combine, Excellent condition, excellent box, Aristo couplers, track powered lighting, 

East Broad Top road name, Asking $50.00 

 

1 = Bachmann Coach, Excellent condition, fair box, Aristo couplers, battery powered lighting, East 

Broad Top road name, asking $50.00 

 

1 – Bachmann Observation, Excellent condition, fair box, Aristo couplers, battery powered lighting, 

East Broad Top road name, asking $50.00 

 

I’d like to find a home for all of these so feel free to make offers on multiple items. Shipping is extra 

or we can make arrangements to pick the items up at our mutual convenience. 
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: USAT #R22253 ACL F-3 A&B Diesel Locomotive Set with Phoenix Sound. 

Very Little run time, Like New, Performs and Operates Excellent One of the side 
windows came loose and is inside engine. 

Sound Board is in A unit with Speakers in Both Units.  $650.00 Firm 

These have been out of production for several years and not scheduled for Re-
Production at this time. 

Contact Bruce Benardo @ 941-474-2792, or e-mail bcb1226@comcast.net 

mailto:bcb1226@comcast.net
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ART-28425 Aristocraft Rogers Freight Set ,Brand New Complete with Track and 
Pak , Tested and ready to run . 

Has been in storage all these years. Performs Excellent. $250.00 

Set consists of Rogers 2-4-2 Steam Locomotive & Tender,Open Gondola,and 
Caboose, Track and Power Pak. 

Contact Bruce Benardo @ 941-474-2792 , or EM = bcb1226@comcast.net 

mailto:bcb1226@comcast.net
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FGRS Membership Application 

The Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS) invites you to join a group of people 

who share a common Interest in large scale trains, both indoors, outdoors, or 

modules. We are a group of individuals, Couples, and families who enjoy social-

izing with others and participating in train related activities.  Dues 

$30/YR for single or family memberships. Annual dues include subscriptions to 

FRS Newsletter. All renewals are due in January. If interested in joining FGRS or 

to renew your membership, please 

Complete this application and send a check payable to Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS), 

Attn: Jay Archer, Florida Garden Railway Society, P.O. BOX 2695, Dunedin, FL  34697-2695 

 

 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Street:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

State:_________  Zip:___________   Phone#:________________________________________ 

E-Mail:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Would you like your information shared with the club members only? Yes_____ No_____ 

Name badges are $18 each. If mailed add $3.00. They have two lines: One for your name and the other 

line can have the town 

 where you live or the name of your railroad.  

First Badge                                                                                Second Badge 

Name:______________________________________             

____________________________________ 

Town or RR name:_________________________             ____________________________________ 
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     Please take note  
 

When submitting pictures and articles to 

the NL I need the articles written in Word 

and the pictures as .JPG attachments.  

Imbedded pictures in an e-mail sometimes 

gets stripped off by my virus software.  

A few sentences to be put in the NL is 

okay. 

Copying word documents into the NL 

works great. Problems exist when I have 

to copy and paste. Imbedded pictures do 

not work well and sometimes come out 

weird and I have to do a lot of editing.  


