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                              DECEMBER 2019 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES  

FROM PAUL WAGNER 

 

 

   Finally!  A break in the weather!  One of the finest days we’ve had in a long 
time for Corky and Wanda Eckman’s meet, and twenty-three members and 
friends showed up from as far away as Ocala!  Corky’s Bigboy and many other 
trains were running fine all day.  Tom Hite showed off his new full function-R/C 
controlled track cleaning car, and gave the tracks a once over.  (See the follow-
ing section for photos and links to videos)  Juan DeCardenas, accompanied by 
his family, brought out a smooth running Bachman 2-6-0 which he is detailing 
and lettering as the famous Disney engine, “Lilly Belle”, named by Walt Disney 
for his wife.   
 
We still have not had any nominations for the FGRS posts of Vice President, 
Secretary, Membership, Newsletter, Webmaster, and Event Chairs.  Those of us 
in these positions have been doing it for quite a while, now, it is really time for 
some new blood in the organization.  We’ll be phoning all of you during the 
coming month to ask for help with this.  Please be ready to step up and contin-
ue with the great things the club is doing.    
 
The Tampa Train Show is coming up on December 21, and we will need lots of 
you to sign up for a shift of running our display.  Please email or call Fred We-
ber to get on it.  (410-310-6001 - fgrs.eventchair@gmail.com)  This is a big 
show, and it’s an opportunity to get in free, pick up bargains, and see lots of ex-
hibits. Things are on the upswing, and I expect that we’ll sign up many new 
members there.  

 



2 

 
And then there’s the super show - The Deland Train show, on January 11 and 
12.  We will definitely set up the big modular layout at that one, and sell equip-
ment the club has acquired not needed for shows or raffles.    Sign up early.  
 
Wishing all of you a Merry Christmas and a very Happy, Train-Filled, New Year!   
 
Good Health and Railroading to All, 
Paul Wagner 
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FGRS 2019 BOARD MEMBERS 

FGRS President 

Paul Wagner 

941-445-0409 

fgrs.president@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Vice President 

OPEN POSITION 

  

fgrs.vicepresident@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Treasurer 

Melinda Archer 

 727-421- 5894  

Fgrs.treasurer@gmail.com  

 

FGRS Membership 

Jay Archer 

727-736-1989 

fgrs.membership18@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Newsletter 

Tom Hite 

860-803-0049 

fgrs.newsletter@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Event Chairman 

Fred Weber 

410-310-6001 

fgrs.eventchair@gmail.com 
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                                             2019 

  
 
December 7th  
 
FGRS meet and Open House Fun Run @ The SILVER RIVER RAIL ROAD in 
Ocala at the home of Don and Lenojo Carter - 10:00 AM till dark thirty. 
 
Friends: Make plans now!!  
Bring a dish to share. We will provide the drinks, paper products and some 
chairs. Other friends and family may be in attendances so feel free to bring a 
guest.  

 
The layout, track powered is out doors and covers 1,500' of track over 1/2 acre. 
There is a 30' oval pond 100' stream and 8' bog. The freight yard is in one bay 
of the two car barn garage. The town will be all decorated for Christmas. Feel 
free to bring something to run too – we have strong track power.  
 
 
The address is:  
6130 NE 3rd. Place Ocala, Fl.  
 
Directions from Ocala: (I75)  

FGRS Fun Runs 
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Take SR 40 East to NE 7 Street, just past Ocala Golf Club. Turn right.  
Go East on NE 7th Street to Baseline Rd, (SR 35).  
Cross over Baseline and go one long block to NE 61 Terrace. (Green Ridge 
Acres)  
Turn right off NE 7th Street onto NE 61 Terrace go to the top of the hill to NE 3 
Place. Turn right on NE 3 Place. Go to the end of the street and park. (Short 
block dead end)  
 
The trains are behind the white fence.  
Look for the R/R sign's  
 
Look forward to seeing you all -  
Don & Lenojo Carter  

352-207-5434 

doncarter521@embarqmail.com 

 

 

                                                            2020 

January 18th – Fun Run Meet at Dave & Ruth Taisch’s house.  

Rescheduled from October 19th. 

Dave and Ruth Taisch 

11605 Lane Park Rd 

Tavares, 32778 

Phone 352-343-3196 or daveanruth@aol.com 

 The Lane Park & Wherever RR will start running trains at 11:00, with plans for 
lunch at 12:00. Please bring a dish to share.  The LP&W has a thousand feet of 
track divided into four loops, with another ninety feet of storage track in the 
shed. We run NCE DCC track power. Twenty two wooden bridges cross two riv-
ers connecting three ponds and two dry river beds. Two mountains with fifty feet 
of trestle complete the layout.  I found a picture of the depot/warehouse that 
used to be just down the road from us and built a loose interpretation of it for the 
LP & W this year. 
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Sunday May 10th — Meet at Charley Beall. 

DATE CHANGED FROM THE 3RD 

7839 Sloewood Dr.  

Mount Dora Fl . 

Noon till 4PM.  Drinks and paperware  provided, 

A railroad inside of a driveway is easy to view.  The photo scene  is a bridge 
crossing a koi pond observed as you enter the property. There are four main 
lines and sidings with about 1200 feet of track. Since I am from Maryland I 
run B&O, C&O and Western Maryland consists. After the mergers, Chessie 
System and CSX. Track one is Aristo Craft stainless steel, tracks 2&3 are a 
French manufactured stainless steel track which comes in 10 foot sections. 
This track has been outside for 20 years and is good as new. Track 4 is LGB. 
The 10 switches are Aristo Craft stainless steel. I use Split Jaws to connect 
track. Much of the track is laid on cement board which prevents weeds. My 
power source is Bridge Werks.  There are two 20 foot bridges. several tun-
nels, one under a waterfall. I have few buildings. Most of the railroad was 
built in 2007. I have 20 locomotives and 111 cars. The railroad lights up for 
evening running. I do a lot of entertaining and my guests enjoy viewing it in 
the evening.  

 

if anyone else is interested in hosting a fun run at their house please send 

me an  e-mail with all the details, date, time, address, length of main line, 

minimum diameter curves, what you will supply, and anything else you 

feel is pertinent to the event.  

 

If you have requested to host an event with someone else you need to 

contact me to get onto the official schedule.  Please do not contact any 

other board member. Things can get forgotten or lost in transition.  
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Chasing the Bigboy!   

By Jim Jerele 

 

Chasing the world’s biggest steam engine, weighing in at 1.2 million pounds: 
No. 4014, The Big Boy.  Along with my brother–in-law, Andy, who lives in Kan-
sas City, I just couldn’t resist the opportunity of 4 days of chasing No. 4014 from 
the Oklahoma state line through Kansas City, and out to Topeka this November.  
We caught up to it at the Oklahoma/Kansas state line, and followed its route for 
four days.  It is an incredible piece of machinery and example of American engi-
neering, built in 1941.  They completed restoration this spring and it was re-
turned to service as a Historical piece by the Union Pacific Railroad. 

It has been a ball to be able to be close enough to smell the hot oils and grease, 
to feel the heat and steam coming off this 1.2 million pound monster of a steam 
engine, especially when it was thought that you would never see one of these 
run again. Hats off to Ed Dickens, the engineer and manager of the Union Pacif-
ic Heritage Program, for selecting this 1941 built engine, which has been on 
static display for the past 60 years and restoring it to service for us all to see 
and enjoy. Thank you Ed and Union Pacific! 

Please look up the video I shot on my open facebook page, just search for “Jim 
Jerele”.  

 

The next two pages have pictures. I didn’t reduce the size of them, well  

because it’s the BIG BOY. 

 

The third pictures tells it all. 

Jim said he liked this picture the best because it’s a strong picture about 

the BIG BOY. 

Yes that is the upper corner of the smoke box. A worker in the shop wrote 

that on there and it caught on and stuck. 

TRAINS THEN AND NOW 
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"Jim Jerele and brother-in-law Andy catch up with the Bigboy"  
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  Here’s Corky’s BIG BOY Running smooth on the straight and the curve. 

Corky at the switch controls making sure Paul’s train is on the correct track. 

CORKY’S MEET FUN TIME HAD BY ALL 
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   Here is Juan DeCardenas showing 

    his “Lilly Belle” above. To the left is  

    my track cleaning machine with the  

    scotch brite attachment. 

    Sorry no videos because my camera 

    derailed, another thing I have to fix.  
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 TRAIN SHOWS 

 

 
  

  2019 & 2020 Toy Train & Toy Shows Schedule. 

    
  

 
December 7,2019 Pinellas Park 
Lopez Hall 
7177 58th Street North 
Pinellas Park, FL 33781        
 
 
December 7, Melbourne Train Show, 9am - 2pm 
Azan Shrine Center 
Melbourne, Florida 32935 
  

 
December 22, 23, Tampa Train Show, Florida State Fairgrounds 
"FGRS will exhibit, please contact Fred Weber if you can help" 

 
 
 
 
January 4, 2020  Englewood                   January 18,2020 Brooksville 
The Elks Lodge                                       Hernando County Fairgrounds 
401 North Indiana Ave                             6436 Broad Street 
9AM to 2PM                                             Brooksville, FL 34601 
The ELKS club will serve food for lunch   
Englewood, FL 34423                               
 
January 11,12 - 70th Florida Rail Fair, Deland, FL, Volusia County Fair-grounds 
(Model Train Show),  "FGRS will exhibit, please contact Fred Weber if you 
can help" 
 
January 18,2020 Brooksville 
Hernando County Fairgrounds 
6436 Broad Street 
Brooksville, FL 34601 

http://schultzspacecoasttrains.com/locations/view/1
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February 15, 2020 Kissimmee                March 28,2020 Pinellas Park 
Columbia Club of Osceola                       Lopez Hall 
2000 Neptune Rd                                    7177 58th Street N 
Kissimmee, FL 34744                             Pinellas Park, FL 33770 
 
April 18,2020 Crystal River 
US Army National Guard Armory 
8551 Venable Street 
Crystal River, FL 34429       
 
Vendors- Running Train layout- Indoors- Food- Free Parking 
All Shows 9-2  
$5.00 Adults Children under 12 free 
www.regalrailways.com  
 
 
For a Complete list of Train Shows go to http://www.railserve.com/events/
train_shows.html 
 
Save the above web address as it has a complete updated list of Train Shows 
Nationwide, along with a lot of other good information about the Hobby. You will 
be very surprised at how many train shows there are just in Florida year round 
and will find them listed here. 
 

 
   
 
   

http://www.regalrailways.com
http://www.railserve.com/events/train_shows.html
http://www.railserve.com/events/train_shows.html
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FGRS Membership Application 

The Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS) invites you to join a group of people 

who share a common Interest in large scale trains, both indoors, outdoors, or 

modules. We are a group of individuals, Couples, and families who enjoy social-

izing with others and participating in train related activities.  Dues 

$30/YR for single or family memberships. Annual dues include subscriptions to 

FGRS Newsletter. All renewals are due in January. If interested in joining FGRS 

or to renew your membership, please Complete this application and send a 

check payable to Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS), 

Attn: Jay Archer, Florida Garden Railway Society, P.O. BOX 2695, Dunedin, FL  34697-2695 

 

 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Street:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

State:_________  Zip:___________   Phone#:________________________________________ 

E-Mail:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Would you like your information shared with the club members only? Yes_____ No_____ 

Name badges are $12 each. If mailed add $1.00. They have two lines: One for your name and the other 

line can have the town  where you live or the name of your railroad.  

First Badge                                                                                Second Badge 

Name:______________________________________             

____________________________________ 

Town or RR name:_________________________             ____________________________________ 
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     Please take note  
 

When submitting pictures and articles to 

the NL I need the articles written in Word 

and the pictures as .JPG attachments.  

Imbedded pictures in an e-mail sometimes 

gets stripped off by my virus software.  

A few sentences to be put in the NL is 

okay. 

Copying word documents into the NL 

works great. Problems exist when I have 

to copy and paste. Imbedded pictures do 

not work well and sometimes come out 

weird and I have to do a lot of editing.  


