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                              AUGUST 2018 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES  

FROM PAUL WAGNER 

 

 

     

 President’s Notes    August 2018 

 

Hot enough for you?  (Just couldn’t resist saying that) In spite of the weather, 

many of our members have been doing major rebuilds on their layouts this sum-

mer.   I’ve put together a summary of all the layouts undergoing major repairs/

completion, in this issue.  Unfortunately, all this construction activity has left us 

with no “Fun Run” meets for the next 2 months, but we will have a get together 

at the “Sundance Central” AKA the SUNCOAST CENTER FOR FINESCALE 

MODELING in Odessa on September 15th.  For details, see the write-up in 

“SPECIAL EVENTS” section, this issue. 

Work is progressing well on the modules for our new show layout.  We will dis-

cuss the details at the upcoming event.  Again, thanks to Fred, Glenn, and Ron 

for their work on these.   We are looking forward to setting them up at the Janu-

ary show, and will have a special meet in December to do a test setup of the 

layout.  Next month we will announce details about the module ownership pro-

gram – we will be urging everyone to purchase one or more unfinished mod-

ules, build an interesting scene on them, and bring them to the train shows 
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where we will set them all up as part of the club display layout, and run trains 

on them. All modules will be interchangeable, and we will be able to insert them 

anywhere, in any combination.  

 

Glenn Cooper with the surface of a module he and Fred are working on 

 

 

The Meet on October 20 at Dave and Ruth Taisch’s will serve as the FGRS an-

nual business meeting, at which we will nominate new officers whose positions 

will be open on January 2019.   Officers due to be nominated and elected for 

2019 will include: 

 

Vice President 

Secretary 

 

If you would like to step up and serve in one of these positions, or know some-

one who would, email or write to me with your nomination.   
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Appointed positions which we will be asking for volunteers to serve in include: 

 

Newsletter Chairperson 

Events Chairperson 

Webmaster 

 

If you would like to help FGRS grow and continue operating smoothly by serv-

ing in any of these positons, please email me at 

Fgrs.president@gmail.com 

or write to me c/o 

FGRS 

PO Box 2695 

Dunedin, FL 34697-2695 

 

Good Health and Railroading to All! 

- Paul Wagner 
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FGRS 2018 BOARD MEMBERS 

FGRS President 

Paul Wagner 

941-445-0409 

fgrs.president@gmail.com 

FGRS Vice President   

Ross Marvin  

407-435-7012 

fgrs.vicepresident@gmail.com 

FGRS Newsletter 

Tom Hite 

860-803-0049  

fgrs.newsletter@gmail.com 

FGRS Event Manager 

Fred Weber 

410-310-6001 

fgrs.eventchair@gmail.com 

 

 

       FGRS Membership 

  Jay Archer  

727-736-1989  

                    fgrs.membership18@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Treasurer 

Joyce Chapman 

352-536-9499 

joyceechap@yahoo.com 
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Members with Layouts Under Construction 

By Paul Wagner 

 

There have been an incredible number of our members’ layouts which just fell into a repair and rebuilding 

cycle this summer.  Here are ones that I heard about, if you have one not mentioned, send in some pic-

tures and tell us what you’re doing. 

 

In addition to these, Ross Marvin is close to being ready to break ground on a new layout in Flagler Beach; 

as are new members, Rich and Kim Chatfield down in Sebastian.    

Jim Jerele’s new super indoor layout in Fort Myers is progressing well, and he shares that with us in a sep-

arate article, also in this issue.   

 

 

Fred Weber, besides working tirelessly on the club modules, is expanding his layout with some new main-

lines.   He says, “My track was sinking into the sand. As you can see I’m using PVC trim board to support 

track. We have plans to add two more loops of track on the other side of the yard, but if this weather keeps 

up we may not get started until December.” 
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Chuck Webster, while being extremely busy with his family and job, is getting into rebuilding some of those 

fine trestles that are beginning to show their age. 
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George Sheldon tells me he has had several bags of new ballast waiting for good weather and the time to 

rebuild his trackwork. 
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Jay Archer, besides fighting of a month’s worth of weeds after a long summer trip, has to make some major 

water feature repairs, and is planning some interesting upgrades to bridges and scenery. 
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Paul Wagner, looking forward to a summer of detail work on the line, was faced, instead, with monster 

vegetation that was eating up the water feature.   The waterfall bridge and the rocks had to come out!  It 

had to be done – now!  
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Bob Anttila was happily working away at easy jobs during this hot summer, but was alerted by his associa-

tion that a new propane tank would have to be installed where the elaborate train control cabinet was in-

stalled.   So out came the wiring and power packs.  It’s going to be quite a job to put them back together!   

 

 

Frank Kimmel, as of last report, continues to work on damage from last years’ storms.   
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Bill Severns has a new layout under construction at his new home in Cape Coral, but decided to take a 

summer break and work on some 7-1/2” gauge at a friend’s ranch out in Colorado.   Bill also has a house 

out there a few blocks away from the Durango-Silverton railroad, and has another G scale layout out there.  
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The J & G Shortline RR 

By Jim Jerele 

The J & G Shortline RR was formerly an outdoor railroad in northeast Ohio.  In 

2014, after 11 years of operations, it was taken up for our permanent relocation 

to South Florida.    

After 6 months of drafting a plan, construction started Jan. 2016. The new J & G 

Shortline RR, located in South Ft. Myers, is in an indoor, climate controlled facil-

ity, allowing year around operations. While trains run, it remains a “work in pro-

gress” railroad, with a turntable to be built, temporary trestle to be replaced with 

traditional looking wood trestle, mountains to be made and many other details 

to be placed.  

 

 

 

Why did I decided to build an indoor railroad? My preference would have been 

to be outside, but we live on Estero Island and when you live that close to the 

ocean, you are exposed to two items are not good for G-scale model trains: 

Member Spotlight 
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One, sea breezes that carry very salty, corroding air from the breaking waves; 

and two, you are on sand - everywhere.   Both of those items pose huge prob-

lems for an outdoor railroad.  

Indoors, I can park the trains on the track, turn the lights out and lock the doors 

and go home, plus, I can enjoy running my trains all summer and be in comfort. 

In winter months I can open both overhead doors and enjoy the tropical breez-

es. Those were the trade-offs – not a bad deal, right? 

After the design stage, the work began with backdrop painting, then the con-

struction of the heavy-duty benchwork and sub-roadbed. The full-size design 

template can be seen on the floor. 

The layout is 14’ x 40’.  It is designed for switching and complex mainline train 

operation.  With 30 turnouts and 500’ of track built on three levels, this layout 

will prove challenging for 4 engineers, additional crews, and a dispatcher to op-

erate. 

 

Full view of the tri-level railroad 
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The table has a ball-bearing slide rollout storage table. There are five storage 

tracks and one thru track, but all storage tracks line up with the one main track 

under the table for receiving or dispatching cars in storage. 
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A Turntable and Switch Yard will be at the center of operations 
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Let’s Run Some Trains! 
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UPCOMING TRAIN SHOWS 

 

  2018 Upcoming Florida Train Meets/Shows    

Submitted by Bruce Benardo 
   
    
  
August 18-19:  Model Train Show & Sale, Savannah Regional Center, 1545 
Buena Vista Blvd., The Villages 32162, Aug. 18 = 9A-4P; Aug. 19 = 10A-3P. 
Contact Sam Mathis 352-750-2433, sammathis@bellsouth.net, or Cecil Byrd 
352693-4079, cbyrd@cfl.rr.com (TheVillagesModelTrainClub.com)   

August 25th – Pinellas Park 
Lopez Hall 
7177 58Street North 
Pinellas Park, FL 33781 
  
September 1:  Train Show, Azan Shrine Temple, 1591 W. Eau Gallie Blvd., Mel-
bourne 32935  SchultzSpaceCoastTrains.com, 321-805-1963 (Schulz Space 
Coast Trains, above)   
  
September 15:  Lake Nona Middle School, 13700 Narcoossee Rd., Orlando 
32832   

September 22nd – Brooksville 
Hernando County Fairgrounds 
6436 Broad Street 
Brooksville, FL 33601 

 
September 23:  Train Show, 605 N. Collins Ave., Plant City 33563,863-412-
3090 (H.B. Plant City Railroad Historical Society)  

 
 October 6, 2018 – Volusia County Fairgrounds, DeLand, FL 

Saturday November 10,2018  

Crystal River,FL  

US Army National Guard Armory 
8551 W. Venable Street 
Crystal River, FL 34429 
Adults $5.00 children under 12 free 

mailto:sammathis@bellsouth.net
mailto:cbyrd@cfl.rr.com


18 

Hours 9-2 
Vendors and Model Train Layout  

 

October 13th – Kissimmee 
The Columbian Club of Osceola County 
2000 Neptune  Road 
Kissimmee, FL 34744 
  
October 27th – Port Richey 
New Lake Civic Association 
8330 Civic Drive 
Port Richey, FL 34668 

 

November 17th – Dover 
Hillsborough County Fairgrounds 
215 Sydney Washer Road 
Dover, FL 33527 

 
November 17:  Morocco Shrine Auditorium, 3800 St. Johns Bluff Rd., Jackson-
ville 32224, 10A-3P  

 

December 1st – Pinellas Park 
Lopez Hall 
7177 58th Street North 
Pinellas Park, FL 33781  
  
December 1:  Schultz Space Coast Train Show, Azan Shrine Temple, 1591 W. 
Eau Gallie Blvd, Melbourne 32935 ,schultzspacecoasttrains.com (Schultz Space 
Coast Trains  

 

December 15 & 16, 2018 – FL State Fairgrounds, Tampa, FL 

 

January 12 & 13, 2019 – Volusia County Fairgrounds, DeLand, FL 

 

February 9, 2019—Jacksonville, FL 

 

For a Complete list of Train Shows go to http://www.railserve.com/events/

http://www.railserve.com/events/train_shows.html
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train_shows.html 

Save the above web address as it has a complete updated list of Train Shows 
Nationwide , along with a lot of other good information about the Hobby. You will 
be very surprised at how many train shows there are  just in Florida year round 
and will find them listed here. 
  . 
 
   
 
   

http://www.railserve.com/events/train_shows.html
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Special Events 

September 15, 11:30 AM 

Luncheon and Visit to the “Sundance Central Railroad” AKA the SUNCOAST 

CENTER FOR FINESCALE MODELING.    

We will meet at Johnny Brusco’s New York Style Pizza for lunch at 11:30 and 

then go over to the layout. 

The address for the restaurant is 

10730 State Rd 54 

Trinity, FL 34655 

You can view their menu at  https://johnnybruscos.com/menu/   It is a few 

blocks away from the layout. 

 

This is a large, indoor, fine scale Fn3 layout, depicting narrow gauge operation 

in Colorado.  There are also 3 other fine scale layouts of various scales, and an 

impressive collection of military models and historical objects.  There will be a 

$7.00 donation charge per person for the museum.   

Please visit: 

https://www.finescalemodeling.org/about-the-center 

to see what this remarkable facility offers.  We will get a special tour. 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
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The address of the layout is: 

2645 Success Drive 

Odessa, FL 33556 
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          2018 

  

October 20th - Meeting at Dave & Ruth’s house. Located at  

11605 Lake Park RD in Tavares.  

The Lane Park & Wherever RR will start running trains at 11:00, with plans for 

lunch at 12:00. The LP&W has a thousand feet of track divided into four loops, 

with another ninety feet of storage track in the shed. We run NCE DCC track 

power. Twenty two wooden bridges cross two rivers connecting three ponds 

and two dry river beds. I replaced the last temporary aluminum bridge with a 

covered bridge last year. Two mountains with fifty feet of trestle complete the 

lay-out.  

       2019 

 

March 9, FGRS Fun Run Meet -- 11:00 AM to 4 PM.  
Paul and Pat Wagner  
1781 S Cranberry Blvd, North Port, 34286.  
Phone 941-426-4847, or mobile: 941-445-0409  
email: wagstation@aol.com 
  

Bring chairs and a picnic lunch, and a train to run. Paul will provide soft drinks 
and water.   
The layout was designed for 1:29 scale rolling stock - clearances will not allow 
most 1:20.3 to run. Battery power, only.  Sharpest curves are 12.5’ diameter 
with #6 turnouts. Mainline grades are 2%.   
This layout is patterned after the South Fork Division of the Southern Railway in 
the Lake Cumberland area of Kentucky, and depicts the Southern Railway as it 
would have appeared near the end of the steam era (circa 1945).  
There is 300’ of main-line and 6 stub sidings, a crossover between double 
tracks, and a passing siding.  The layout is set up for multiple train switching 
operations 

 

April 6th - Fun Run at Tom & Gloria’s House. Located at 23379 Superior Ave Port Char-
lotte. The Tropical RR hours will be 11:00 to 4:00. Bring your own lunch. Soda and wa-
ter will be provided. The TRR has 400’ of main line track with 20’ diameter curves so 

MEETS AT MEMBERS HOUSES 



23 

bring on the Big Boys. The switching yard has 7 tracks for plenty of storage. All switches 
are #6. Battery power only. 

  

May 4th—  Fun Run at Charlie Bealls.  Charlie said the layout is roughly 70 feet x 

90 feet and has four train track lines.  It was built in 2006.  There is a waterfall, 

water feature, stocked with fish, long truss bridges, and as the pictures show a 
varied, beautifully landscaped terrain throughout the layout .  Also…we have 
two videos of his layout on our closed to members only Group Florida Garden 

Railway Facebook page . If you haven’t joined yet…..sign up, it’s free as part of 
your membership, and you’ll see great Garden Railway pictures and videos 
from members.   

 The meet starts at noon, bring a dish to share, and chairs. 

His address is 7839 Sloewood Drive, Mount Dora, 32757. 

cbeall7839@gmail.com 

Phone 352-383-3976 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 if anyone else is interested in hosting a fun run at their house please 

send me an  e-mail with all the details, date, time, address, length of main 

line, minimum diameter curves, what you will supply, and anything else 

you feel is pertinent to the event.  

 

If you have requested to host an event with someone else you need to 

contact me to get onto the official schedule.  Please do not contact any 

other board member. Things can get forgotten or lost in transition.  

  

mailto:cbeall7839@gmail.com
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LINKS TO TRAINS PAST & PRESENT 
  Submitted by: Bruce Benardo 
 
    

 .Orlando's SunRail opens 'Southern Expansion' 
July 30, 2018  
A SunRail train heads north from downtown Orlando. SunRail opens a four-
station extension to its route today. 
TRAINS: David Lassen 
ORLANDO, Fla. — SunRail, the Orlando-area commuter rail system, will open 
its four-station, 17.2-mile “Southern Extension” today, expanding the system to 
48.9 miles and 16 stations. 
The four new stations are Poinciana, Kissimmee, Tupperware, and Meadow 
Woods. The Kissimmee station becomes the third offering a connection to 
Amtrak service.  
As part of the expansion, SunRail is offering a “First 50 Free” promotion, with 
free rides for the first 50 passengers checking in for each train at the new sta-
tions. The promotion runs through Aug. 17.  
The opening of the expansion follows by one week the introduction of a new 
schedule which added more midday and late-night service. There are now 20 
round trips on weekdays. The system does not operate on Saturdays, Sundays 
and seven major holidays.  
The original 31.7-mile, 12-station SunRail route opened in spring 2014. The sys-
tem operates with Motive Power Industries MP36PH-Q locomotives and Bom-
bardier bilevel passenger cars. 
 
Durango & Silverton to buy two narrow gauge diesels from South Carolina 
Owner cites climate change as partial reason for move 
By Justin Franz | July 31, 2018  
RELATED TOPICS: STEAM/PRESERVATION | LOCOMOTIVES | SAFETY 
Trains Industry Newsletter 
Get a weekly roundup of the industry news you need. 
Sign up 
By signing up you may also receive occasional reader surveys and special of-
fers from Trains magazine. View our privacy policy. 
A Durango & Silverton locomotive pauses at Silverton, Colo. Soon 2,000-hp die-
sel locomotives will replace certain 2-8-2 steam locomotives on the historic nar-
row gauge line. 
TRAINS: David Lassen 
DURANGO, Colo. — The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad is pur-
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chasing two new three-foot gauge diesel locomotives for $3.2 million from Mo-
tive Power & Equipment Solutions in South Carolina. 
The MP2000NG locomotives will feature 2,000 horsepower CAT engines with 
General Electric 764 traction motors capable of pulling a loaded, eight-car train 
along the 45-mile route between Durango and Silverton. Railroad officials ex-
pect both locomotives to arrive in Colorado in Spring 2019. 
The announcement the D&SNG had inked a deal for two new diesel locomo-
tives comes weeks after it was revealed the railroad was looking to supplement 
its current fleet of coal-powered 2-8-2s. Earlier this summer, the D&SNG was 
shut down for six weeks after a wildfire started near Hermosa, Colo. Although 
the cause of the fire remains under investigation, witnesses say they believe it 
started from a spark from one of the coal-fired steam locomotives. 
Allen C. Harper, co-owner, chairman, and CEO of the railroad says the new die-
sels will come in handy during summers like this one when it’s too dry to run 
steam. 
“Because of long-term drought conditions and changing climate patterns in 
Southwestern Colorado, the D&SNG must constantly evaluate and modify its 
business strategy and operations to ensure it can safely run all year round and 
in a variety of seasons and weather conditions,” Harper says. “As a result, the 
D&SNG will evaluate where to integrate these MPES engines into its operating 
schedule, and use them for various excursions and special events throughout 
the year.” 
Along with the two diesels, the D&SNG is currently restoring former Denver & 
Rio Grande Western 2-8-2 K-37 No. 493 and converting it to burn oil. 
The diesel locomotives will be painted forest green and will delivered as Nos. 
416 and 550, a nod to the firefighters who battled the 416 Fire earlier this year 
and Highway 550 that connects Durango with Silverton. 
David Wilkerson, president and CEO of MPES, says he is excited to start work-
ing with the railroad on the new locomotives. 
“MPES has a long, proven track record of success in the design, fabrication, 
and delivery of high-quality specialty transportation products for a diverse col-
lection of rail companies around the world, including heritage scenic lines like 
the D&SNG,” Wilkerson says. 
The Motive Power & Equipment Solutions website lists several types of MPES 
locomotives available for sale, including 1,800-hp versions, but nothing in the 
2,000-hp-range or in narrow gauge. 
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TRAINS FOR SALE 
This  area will be used to list trains for sale. List them here before going 

to e-bay.  If a club member wants it, you can save the hassle of listing 

and fees. 

Rules are simple. Submit two pictures per item, a description of the item,   

contact information, and the price. 

Send your info to the fgrs.newsletter@gmail.com  e-mail by the cutoff 

date and that’s it. 

Items will appear for two issues unless I am notified of sale before hand. 
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: USAT #R22253 ACL F-3 A&B Diesel Locomotive Set with Phoenix Sound. 

Very Little run time, Like New, Performs and Operates Excellent One of the side 
windows came loose and is inside engine. 

Sound Board is in A unit with Speakers in Both Units.  $650.00 Firm 

These have been out of production for several years and not scheduled for Re-
Production at this time. 

Contact Bruce Benardo @ 941-474-2792, or e-mail bcb1226@comcast.net 

mailto:bcb1226@comcast.net
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ART-28425 Aristocraft Rogers Freight Set ,Brand New Complete with Track and 
Pak , Tested and ready to run . 

Has been in storage all these years. Performs Excellent. $250.00 

Set consists of Rogers 2-4-2 Steam Locomotive & Tender,Open Gondola,and 
Caboose, Track and Power Pak. 

Contact Bruce Benardo @ 941-474-2792 , or EM = bcb1226@comcast.net 

mailto:bcb1226@comcast.net
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FGRS Membership Application 

The Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS) invites you to join a group of people 

who share a common Interest in large scale trains, both indoors, outdoors, or 

modules. We are a group of individuals, Couples, and families who enjoy social-

izing with others and participating in train related activities.  Dues 

$30/YR for single or family memberships. Annual dues include subscriptions to 

FRS Newsletter. All renewals are due in January. If interested in joining FGRS or 

to renew your membership, please 

Complete this application and send a check payable to Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS), 

Attn: Jay Archer, Florida Garden Railway Society, P.O. BOX 2695, Dunedin, FL  34697-2695 

 

 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Street:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

State:_________  Zip:___________   Phone#:________________________________________ 

E-Mail:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Would you like your information shared with the club members only? Yes_____ No_____ 

Name badges are $18 each. If mailed add $3.00. They have two lines: One for your name and the other 

line can have the town 

 where you live or the name of your railroad.  

First Badge                                                                                Second Badge 

Name:______________________________________             

____________________________________ 

Town or RR name:_________________________             ____________________________________ 
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     Please take note  
 

When submitting pictures and articles to 

the NL I need the articles written in Word 

and the pictures as .JPG attachments.  

Imbedded pictures in an e-mail sometimes 

gets stripped off by my virus software.  

A few sentences to be put in the NL is 

okay. 

Copying word documents into the NL 

works great. Problems exist when I have 

to copy and paste. Imbedded pictures do 

not work well and sometimes come out 

weird and I have to do a lot of editing.  


