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                              October  2020 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES  

FROM PAUL WAGNER 

 

 

The ink wasn’t even dry on the last issue of Garden Railways magazine, and 
those wild folks on the West Coast had already put together a plan to replace 
it.  Bill Derville, of the Rose City Garden Railway Society, in Portland, Oregon 
contacted me about it, and says that they are going to produce a  FREE E-
NEWSLETTER that features great content from Garden RR Clubs and their 
members from the USA, Canada and overseas.  
 
They are calling it a newsletter for now, but as you will see when you receive it, 
it is actually a full-fledged magazine!   It would also feature news about new 
products and services, including ads from vendors, giving them an economical 
way to reach the Garden Railroading community. They have produced a SAM-
PLE NEWSLETTER using recent articles from newsletters of their sister West 
Coast garden railway societies.    We are sending out the SAMPLE NEWSLET-
TER for you to read in a separate mailing, and we would like to hear what you 
think, and any suggestions for making it a success.   
 
The FREE e-newsletter will be sent to clubs like ours every 2 months. We 
will forward it to our members, including those who require paper copies mailed 
to them. Modest operating expenses would be funded by advertising revenue. 
This is not a profit-making initiative!  
 
They are looking forward to including more clubs and more ideas in the ven-
ture.  
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The editor of the sample edition is the president and newsletter editor of the 
Santa Clarita club in California.   She has offered to do the next couple of issues 
for free and possibly take the job of part time editor once it becomes a paid po-
sition.  She certainly put together a great sample issue.  The plan is for payment 
to her and other expenses associated with the e-magazine will be covered by 
advertisers.  
 
They would be interested to know if you would be happy with it as an e-
magazine, delivered by email, or would you prefer to receive a glossy printed 
version, at extra cost?  Please email or phone me about that, and any other 
suggestions you have for the publishers of the new magazine, and we will for-
ward your wants and opinions to their team.  
 
Meanwhile, the Garden Railways folks at Kalmbach have sent out an email say-
ing that there will be a “new online experience” available to us this “Fall”.   Here 
is a link to their promo for it, and as you will see, it will have content from all of 
their publications, as well as garden railway articles.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The link to the promo is:  
 
https://trn.trains.com/pages/sneakpeek/index.html?
utm_source=Yesmail&utm_medium=email&utm_email=wagstation@aol.com&ut
m_campaign=SA000_GRW_200930_P38705_Trains.com  
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We’ll be back to having another Zoom meet this month, scheduled for October 
17th.  It will start at 9AM, as usual, you’re welcome to join in late, just announce 
yourself when you get on.  Show us what you’ve been working on, let us see 
your layout, and tell us what’s going on in your neck of the woods.   
 
I hope we’ll have some more first-time folks join in. It’s not exactly like being 
there, but lots of good conversation, and a peek at what everyone’s doing.  As 
before, you’ll receive an email on the prior Monday, and a reminder on Friday, 
the 16th.   
 
For those who feel confident in getting out, Zitnik Trains is having an outdoor 
swap meet in their parking lot in Pinellas Park on Sunday, November 
8th.  Masks must be worn.  FGRS will have a table, and you can bring your own 
table and chairs if you have things you want to sell.  All items sold in the parking 
lot are person-to-person sales with an individual or club.  Admission is free. See 
the details in the “Events” page of this Newsletter.   
 
The Zitnik store will also be open, and they have just acquired a large inventory 
of used G scale trains and equipment. That collection has not yet been priced, 
and will not all be on display at the swap meet, but click here to see the  
inventory : 

 
https://870a0268-bd25-498d-a6a1-dfc56ec8422c.filesusr.com/

ugd/6c3192_1296e91ce0ac45179ea962c01420c977.pdf 

 
Phone Zitnik at 727-201-9668 if you are interested in an item, and they can 
bring it to the swap meet.  You will be purchasing these items directly from Zitnik 
Trains Store.   
 
I hope to see you all soon, 
 
Good Health and Railroading to All! 

       Paul  
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FGRS 2020 BOARD MEMBERS 

FGRS President 

Paul Wagner 

941-445-0409 

fgrs.president@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Vice President 

Phil Barcelona 

386-562-4859  

fgrs.vicepresident@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Treasurer 

Melinda Archer 

 727-421- 5894  

fgrs.treasurer@gmail.com  

 

FGRS Secretary 

Millie Weber 

941-224-2996 

fgrs.secretary@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Newsletter 

Ross Marvin 

407-435-7012 
Fgrs.newsletter 

@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Event Chairman 

Fred Weber 

410-310-6001 

fgrs.eventchair@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Membership 

Jay Archer 

727-736-1989 

Fgrs.membership

@gmail.com 
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In this edition of the newsletter you will find the following: 

 

CLUB NEWS 

1) FGRS Future Fun Runs  (Page 7)  

2) Tentative Schedule of 2020 Train Shows/Events  (Page 8)  

3) 30th Anniversary Weekend Celebration Update (Page 10)  

 

ARTICLES 

1) “How I Built My Ride-On Train” PART 2  (Page 12 ) 

2) The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad (page 16)  

3) “Tips & Techniques”  (Page 20)  

4) 2021 National Garden Railway Convention Update ( Page24)  

5)  Who Built The First Steam Locomotive?  (Page 27)  

 
6) Member Train Items For Sale (Page 28)  
 

FORMS & GUIDELINES  

1) FRONT PAGE & Submission Guidelines for the Newsletter (Page 32)  

2) FGRS Application Form  (Page 33)  

 

 

October 2020 Newsletter Contents 
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FGRS FUTURE Fun Runs 

 

CALANDER PLANNING FOR FUTURE FUN RUNS  

We're looking for members to host a Fun Run in Late Octo-
ber, and for the rest of the year.   

We understand that it is uncertain as to whether it will be safe 
by then, and, of course, any plans you make will be subject to 
your final go or no-go judgement as your date approaches.     

If you are interested in hosting, please contact the FGRS 
Event Chairman or Newsletter Chairman.    

Their information is in the beginning of this newsletter.   

We are all hoping for the best, but we will remain vigilant.   

  Paul   
Paul Wagner  
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2020—2021 TRAIN SHOWS 

 

 
  

The listed shows have not yet been officially cancelled, but we 
are awaiting word from some of them.  (except for Tampa)  
 
November 28, 2020  
Pinellas Park-Lopez Hall                                                 
7177 58th Street N                                     
Pinellas Park, FL 33781                              
  
December 12, 2020 Dover 
Hillsborough County Fairgrounds 
215 Sydney Washer Road 
Dover, FL 33527  
 
December 5, 2020 
Melbourne Train & Toy Show 
9am - 2pm 
Azan Shrine Center 
Melbourne, Florida 32935 
 
December 19-20, 2020 Tampa  (CANCELLED)  
Florida State Fairgrounds (Primarily Model Trains, some artifacts)  
4800 U.S. 301 Tampa FL 33610  
 
New Years Show, Sat. January 2, 2021 
Elk’s Lodge, 401 N. Indiana Ave., Englewood Florida 34223 
Adults $5.00, Choldren under 12 FREE 
EARLY BIRD $7.00 Reservation  8am to 9 am  
 
Golden Spike Enterprises  
January 9 &10, 2021   
Deland—Volusia County. Fairgrounds 
 
February 13, 2021 
Jacksonville - Prime Osborn Center  
Vendors- Running Train layout- Indoors- Food- Free Parking 
All Shows 9-2       $5.00 Adults Children under 12 free 
www.regalrailways.com  
 
For a Complete list of Train Shows go to http://www.railserve.com/events/train_shows.html 
Save the above web address as it has a complete updated list of Train Shows Nationwide, 
along with a lot of other good information about the Hobby. You will be very surprised at  
how many train shows there are just in Florida year round and will find them listed here. 
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2020 TRAIN EVENTS 

 

 
  

November 8th - Zitnik Trains Outdoor Swap Meet 

 
Hours: 9 am - 1 pm; Open House: 9 am – 2 pm,  
Setup at 7 am 
 
Masks required 
 
Address: 
Zitnik Trains Parking Lot  
5193 73rd Ave N  
Pinellas Park, FL 33781 
 
Free admission. Free Parking.  Bring your own table, chairs, and sunshade, and 
sell your stuff!   
 
There will be a barbeque vendor on site for lunch.  Masks must be worn.  
 

Directions: I-275 Exit 28 (FL-694 West/Gandy Blvd/Park Blvd) to 52nd Street 
Turn left (south) at the light. Zitnik Trains is right behind the McDonald’s parking 
lot. https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/zitnik+trains/  
Contact us: Phone: 727-201-9668 email: zitniktrains@gmail.com Web: 
www.zitniktrains.com  
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The Most Envied Member at the Sale: Tim 

of Jacksonville FL LGB Cleaning Locomotive 

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS 
OF FGRS 

             SAVE THE DATE   

February 19,2021 

  The FGRS Anniversary will begin with layout tours north of Ft My-
ers. After the tours, stop at the Holiday Inn downtown Ft Myers for 
registration, information packages 
and to see the club layout in one of 
the banquet rooms. We will meet at 
the Murder Mystery train at 5:30 PM. 
Its about 10 minutes from the Holi-
day Inn. We will have a special rate 
for the train ride of $60 per club 
member. Spouses of club members 
will get this rate as well.  

    The club members will get a spe-

cial rate at the Holiday Inn of $139 a 

night plus tax. This includes break-

fast with either a king bed or two 

queen beds per room. You can call 

the Holiday Inn at 239-332-3232 to 

make your reservation. Tell them you 

are with the FGRS for this rate be-

cause there are rooms reserved for 

the club. Your payment will not be charged until you check in. It can be canceled up to 

the day before arrival.  The hotel address is 2431 Cleveland Ave., Ft Myers 33901. If 

you plan on coming its suggested to book early.  

Hotel Address: 

 2431 Cleveland Ave., Ft Myers 

33901 

Website:  

https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/fort-

myers/fmycl/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=GoogleMaps-_-HI-

_-US-_-FMYCL  
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The Most Envied Member at the Sale: Tim 

of Jacksonville FL LGB Cleaning Locomotive 

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF FGRS 

             SAVE THE DATE   

FEBRUARY 19 TO 21, 2021 

February 20, 2021 

  The self-guided layout tours of local club member layouts in the Ft Myers and 
Cape Coral area will begin in the morning. There will also be a few outstanding 
O scale layouts from the Ft. Myers club open to us as well. Due to the virus, we 
are still working on a dinner at a museum for Saturday night.  Hopefully, they will 
reopen soon.  

February 21, 2021 

 Sunday will start with a tour of the Ford & Edison winter estates. Due to the vi-
rus, we have not been able to confirm the group tour. Afterwards we will return to 
the Holiday Inn for a 
great buffet and swap 
meet. We are working on 
the swap meet at the 
Holiday inn for mem-
bers.  

There will be a small reg-
istration fee for the entire 
event. Additional costs 
for the entire weekend 
are being calculated and 
we will update them when we have all the information.  

 More information to come, so keep reading the newsletters or special emails in 
the future. 

Any questions please call me 410-310-6001 

 

Thanks, 

Fred Weber 

Event Chairman 
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How I Built My Ride-On Train 
“PART TWO”  (Part One in September Issue)  

By John Crompton, FGRS Member 

The control panel was hidden 
behind the retainer boards in 
the coal bin and was located 
down between your knees.  
The seat was a piece of 1 X 
12” board with four short legs 
that set down into gaps in the 
coal pile. The foot rests were 
½” steel retractable rods on 
the front corner of the frame. 
The seat lifted off and the rods 
slid in out of sight for photo 
ops, (see figure #11).  

 

Some dolled-up details, a little spilled coal on the front deck, a paint job and it 
was ready to roll. The locomotive was light, simple and easy to operate.  It 
would run 4 to 4 ½ hours on a charge. Top speed was an easy walk, probably 
about 3 mph. Anyone could operate it. It pulled a three-car train with three 
passengers, (see figure #12). For my riding car, I copied an LGB G-scale 

gondola (see figure #13). It was ba-
sically a wood box with two seats. I 
used ¾” oak veneer plywood v 
grooved to represent side boards.  

Figure #11 

Figure #12 

Figure #13 
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How I Built My Ride-On Train 
“PART TWO”   

By John Crompton, FGRS Member 

I made a pattern and a mold and cast the stake pockets up in fiberglass res-
in.  The trucks were the same wheels and patterns that I used on the tender. 
It had a coal load for photo ops 
but that lifted out for two people to 
ride in, (see fig 14).  

My stock car was just a revenue 
car to fill out the train. I had ac-
quired a beautiful reference book 
on Rio Grande Equipment and 
their double deck cattle cars 
caught my attention. I had no ac-
tual dimension’s, but I had page 
after page of the most fantastic 
detailed pictures to work from. I 
used “scale” lumber and built it so 
that it looked like the pictures, 
(see fig 15).   The trucks were the same wheel sets and castings that I used 

on the tender and gondola. I found a 
sound system that was just a printed 
circuit with a speaker and battery at-
tached and it was of cows. I would 
turn it on and shut the door and you 
would hear a random “Moo” but it had 

a motion detector switch and if the car 
was moving, it would change channels 
and now it sounded as if the cows were 
frightened, they are bellering and kick-
ing the side of the car, (see fig 16).  

Figure #14 

Figure #15 

Figure #16 
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How I Built My Ride-On Train 
“PART TWO”   

By John Crompton, FGRS Member 

My caboose was a little four 
wheel “bobber” copied from my 
reference book, (see fig 17). It 
was built of ½” oak veneer ply-
wood v grooved to represent verti-
cal siding. The steps were ¼” 
plexiglass. The journel pedistals 
were aluminum sand castings 
from Orlando and the wheel sets 
from Railroad Supply, (see fig 18). 
The interior was lighted and de-
tailed with seats and a potbellied 

stove. The roof was fixed in place, 
but the copula lifted off to see down 
inside. (see fig 19).  

Now I needed something to run it 
on. I went back to Railroad supply 
and ordered 1000 feet of 1” alumi-
num rail and a bucket of rail joiners 
and laid 500 feet of track around 
the perimeter of our ¼ acre lot with 
a two-track spur into my engine 

house/car barn/shop, (see fig 20).  

Figure #17 

Figure #18 

Figure #19 

Figure #20  
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How I Built My Ride-On Train 
“PART TWO”   

By John Crompton, FGRS Member 

The locomotive and caboose fit in one side and the gondola and cattle car fit 
in the other.  

This project was a success. I feel that I 
captured enough proportion and detail 
that there was no doubt that you were 
watching a pretty little narrow-gauge train 
rolling by, (see fig 21). It was built using 
wood working equipment and readily 
available over the counter materials. It 
took me about three years, and I figure I 
spent about $3500. Dollars on it. It was a 
real challenge and an awful lot of fun to 
build. It was a family thing and was fun to play with and fun to watch.  

When the grandkids came over, they could not only ride on it, they could 
drive it! 

Figure 11 

The Author and longtime FGRS 

member John Crompton 

Figure #21 
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The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad, often abbreviated as the D&SNG, is a 3 
ft (914 mm) narrow-gauge heritage railroad that operates on 45.2 miles (72.7 km) of track 
between Durango and Silverton, in the U.S. state of Colorado. The railway is a federally 
designated National Historic Landmark and is also designated by the American Society of 
Civil Engineers as a Historic Civil Engineering Landmark. 

The route was originally opened in 1882 by the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) to 
transport silver and gold ore mined from the San Juan Mountains. The line was an exten-
sion of the D&RG 3 ft (914 mm) narrow-gauge line from Antonito, Colorado to Durango. 
The last train to operate into Durango from the east was on December 6, 1968. The states 
of New Mexico and Colorado purchased 64 miles between Antonito and Chama, New Mex-
ico in 1970 and operates today as the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad. Trackage be-
tween Chama and Durango was removed by 1971. 

The line from Durango to Silverton has run continuously since 1881, although it is now a 
tourist and heritage line hauling passengers, and is one of the few places in the US which 
has seen continuous use of steam locomotives. In March 1981, the Denver & Rio Grande 
Western sold the line and the D&SNG was formed. 

According to Wikipedia  
 

The Durango & Silverton Narrow 
Gauge Railroad 
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Some rolling stock dates back to the 1880s. Trains operate from Durango to the Cascade 
Wye in the winter months and Durango–Silverton during the summer months. Durango de-
pot was built in January 1882 and has been preserved in its original form. 

William Jackson Palmer (1836–1908) was a former Union General (serving in 
the American Civil War) who came to Colorado after managing the construction of the Kan-
sas Pacific Railroad into Denver in 1870. Prior to the war, he had risen within the ranks of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad serving as secretary to the president. After arriving in Denver, he 
formulated a plan to build a 3 ft (914 mm) narrow-gauge railroad southward from Denver to 
El Paso, Texas  (see Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad). In 1871, the Denver & Rio 
Grande Railway began to lay rails south from Denver. Palmer and his associates had 
agreed that the choice of 3 ft (914 mm) narrow gauge would be well suited to the moun-
tainous country, and relatively less expensive construction costs would enhance the viabil-
ity of the new railroad. The original north-south plans of the D&RG eventually expanded to 
include extensions throughout the booming mining country of central and southwestern 
Colorado. 

On August 5, 1881 the Denver & Rio Grande Railway arrived in Durango, Colorado. The 
new town was founded by the D&RG in 1880, chiefly through the talents and organization 
of General Palmer's business partner, Dr. William Bell. Construction to Silverton, Colora-
do began that fall. Only 11 months later, the D&RG reached Silverton on July 10, 1882. 
Trains hauling passengers and freight began immediately. The Denver & Rio Grande Rail-
way soon re-emerged as the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (1886) and ultimately began 
operating as the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad (D&RGW) on July 31, 1921 after 
re-organization of the Colorado lines and Rio Grande Western of Utah. Eventually, the rail-
road became widely known as the "Rio Grande". 

According to Wikipedia  
 

The Durango & Silverton Narrow 
Gauge Railroad 
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The Silverton branch, as it became known, struggled under D&RG ownership 
following the Panic of 1893 and the end of free coinage of silver. Typical of 
many portions of the surviving narrow-gauge branches into the middle of the 
twentieth century, the line faced sagging revenue due to ever-declining mining 
ventures, highway trucking competition, and insignificant passenger revenue. 
Annual snow slides and several major floods on the branch would only continue 
to challenge the railroad's ability to survive. 

The Silverton 

After World War II, domestic 
tourism began to grow 
across the country and the 
Silverton branch of the rail-
road would benefit. Bol-
stered by national exposure 
via Hollywood movies being 
filmed along the line in the 
late 1940s, the railroad created The Silverton, a summer-only train service on 
June 24, 1947.  A short time later, the railroad adorned a locomotive and four 
coaches with a colorful yellow paint scheme and launched modest public pro-
motion. With this effort, "The Painted Train" officially started a new era of tour-
ism that continues to this day. Freight traffic, however, continued to decline and 
during the 1950s, The Silverton operated as a mixed train. 

By the 1960s, a modernized D&RGW did not see the Silverton Branch as wor-
thy to maintain and a petition was filed with governmental agencies to abandon 
the route. The Interstate Commerce Commission declined to grant the request 
due to the continued increase in tourist patronage. Following the ICC's ruling, 
the railroad reluctantly responded by investing in additional rolling stock, track 
maintenance, and improvements to the Durango depot. The railroad purchased 
some of the property around the depot, cleaned up the block extending north to 
Sixth Street, and facilitated the opening of gift shops and other tourist-friendly 
businesses. As ridership continued to grow, the D&RGW operated a second 
train to Silverton on certain days. 

According to Wikipedia  
 

The Durango & Silverton Narrow 
Gauge Railroad 
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The 1970s 

Since 1971, the Silverton branch and nearby Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Rail-
road were the only remnants of the Rio Grande's once extensive narrow-gauge 
system.  During the late 1970s, the D&RGW was actively trying to sell the Sil-
verton branch, and in 1979, Charles Bradshaw, a Florida citrus grower, offered 
the railroad a legitimate opportunity to divest itself of the now isolated route. On 

October 5, 1980, The Silver-
ton made its last run under 
D&RGW ownership and after 
operating a work train the fol-
lowing day, the railroad finally 
concluded its 3 ft (914 mm) 
narrow-gauge train operations, 
bringing to a close an era that 
began 110 years earlier with its 
narrow-gauge railroad from 

Denver to Colorado Springs. 

Present day 

In June 2018, the railroad shut down for several weeks due to a wildfire, named 
the "416 Fire",which was fought by two air tankers, six helicopters and some 
400 firefighters on the ground.  An estimated 54,129 acres (21,905 ha) of the 
San Juan National Forest were burned, with losses estimated at more than $31 
million. Given the fire risk from coal cinder-sparked wildfires, the railroad's own-
er plans to invest several million dollars to replace coal-power with oil-power for 
their steam locomotives and acquire two new diesel powered locomotives. The 
railroad was suspected of sparking the blaze and some area businesses and 
residents filed a civil lawsuit against the railroad and its owner in mid-
September 2018.  The railroad is currently aiming to have at least half of their 
operational steam locomotives converted to oil-power. 

In March 2020, the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak in the country severely 
affected the US. For the safety and protection of guests and employees, 
D&SNG suspended operations until June 23, 2020. 

 

 According to Wikipedia  
 

The Durango & Silverton Narrow 
Gauge Railroad 
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You may have noticed that cute little “Mighty-Mite” table saw at Harbor 
Freight, selling for only $47.00.  (Less a discount coupon, available almost all 
the time)  You’ve probably wondered, as I did, “could this cheap little thing actu-
ally do a good job for hobby wood and plastic cutting?   
 
Not wanting to come up with the $500 or 
so for the fine saw, very similar in size 
and power, sold by Micro-Mark, and oth-
ers, I went in with a coupon and got the 
one from Harbor Freight. 
Saw as delivered from Harbor Freight  
 
So how did it work out?   
It’s a long story. 
   
First, an overview: 
The power is limited, but adequate for up 
to 3/8” wood or plastic.    But the main problem is the poorly made blade.  It was 
plenty sharp, but the “set” was poor, and teeth were only tilted to one side.  Saw 
blades are made with every other, or, every third tooth bent outwards slightly, 
which keeps the blade from binding, and enables straight, accurate cuts. If you 
are familiar with this procedure, you can take a pair of pliers and correct it, 
bending every other tooth an opposite direction.  If not, buy a new higher quality 
blade from a quality tool company.  

It comes with a miter gauge, 
but no rip guide.  I figured, 
OK, I can clamp a guide of 
some kind to it, when needed, 
and many other reviewers 
confirmed that this would work 
OK.  Not a great solution, and 
I notice that in the reviews, 
others used some kind of 
square for this. Don’t know 
where they found that. 

Be a “Cut-Up” 
Written by  

FGRS President,  
Paul Wagner 

“TIPS  

&  

TRICKS” 

#9 
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The saw comes with nice heavy coat of paint on the work surface, and the miter 
gauge slide.  Unfortunately, the paint ruins the accuracy in trying to use the mi-
ter gauge, and ripping, too. So the 
first thing you need to do is strip 
the paint off the work surface and 
miter gauge metal slide strip.  The 
machined finish of the metal un-
derneath the paint is quite good.    
(Picture C) 
 
The next modification needed is 
building up the miter guide slide 
strip to fit the grooves tightly, to re-
duce side play.   I have had to do 
this to every saw and sander miter 
guide I have bought since the 
cheap imports closed down the 

good factories 
and machine 
shops here.   I 
give the slide a 
light coating of an 
epoxy steel, such 
as JB Weld. 
(available in hard-
ware and auto 
stores)  The regu-
lar, not the five 
minute type is 
better for this.  
(Picture D) 
 
Allow to harden overnight, and then file down the coat-
ing carefully to make it fit the groove perfectly. 
(Picture E)  

Be a “Cut-Up” 
Written by  

FGRS President,  
Paul Wagner 

“TIPS  

&  

TRICKS” 

#9 

(Picture C) 

(Picture D) 

(Picture E)  



22 

 

 

The miter gauge also is impossible to tighten adequately.  File the mating sur-
faces perfectly flat so that it will lock in position.  I still have to use a pliers to get 
the locking nut tight enough.  This picture shows the saw being operated with-
out the safety guard.  I have since installed the guard, and it can be flipped up 
out of the way when it interferes with accuracy.  This picture also clearly show 
the poor set of the blade before I readjusted the teeth.   Note that the teeth ei-
ther have no set or are set to one side only.   
(Picture 4229) 
 
Always wear safety 
glasses, and work 
slowly and careful-
ly.  I believe this 
saw could cut off a 
finger just as fast 
as a larger one.   
 
Use a notched 
push stick for any 
rip cuts that would 
endanger your fin-
gers.  As with any 
circular saw, watch out for “kick-back”.   
 
There is only one speed, which a little fast for plastics.  Fortunately, the lack of 
power usually slows down the blade to about the right speed, but I also use a 
heavy duty fan speed control to lower the speed when cutting thin plastic.   
So the big question: “Would I recommend this saw to serious hobbyists?”  I’d 
say, it’s definitely worth 40 bucks, and if the small size and price are your big-
gest concerns, and the modifications I’ve done don’t sound like too much trou-
ble, “Go for it”.   On the other hand, I’ve never met an owner of the $500, preci-
sion, full-featured, variable speed saw from Micro-Mark who has regretted the 
purchase.  
 

You get what you pay for.  (And on sale, that saw can be had for a lot less.)  
 

Be a “Cut-Up” 
Written by  

FGRS President,  
Paul Wagner 

“TIPS  

&  

TRICKS” 

(Picture F) 
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One final note:  
 
I also have a good band saw, with a miter gauge and rip fence.  Although many 
think of a band saw as a “jig” saw, I primarily use mine for square cutoffs and 
ripping small stock.  Mine cost less than $200, and it does very accurate and 
fast cutting.   
 
As with any saw, a sharp blade, with adequate set is essential for accurate 
work, and the miter guide also needed a rework, but I find that for most jobs, the 
band saw is still my first choice.  I’ll cover that, and other tips for accurate, clean 
cutting in a future article.   
 
I hope some of you who have had other experiences with this kind of work will 
write and send in more tips and tricks for us all to learn from. 
 
 
Good Health and Railroading to All! 

       Paul  

Be a “Cut-Up” 
Written by  

FGRS President,  
Paul Wagner 

“TIPS  

&  

TRICKS” 

#9 
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Nope.  Steam locomotives were first developed in the United Kingdom during the early 
19th century and used for railway transport until the middle of the 20th century.  

Richard Trevithick built the first steam locomotive in 1802. The 
first commercially successful steam locomotive was built in 1812
–13 by John Blenkinsop, the Salamanca (locomotive);  (Right)  

the Locomotion No. 1, built by George Stephenson and his 
son Robert's company Robert Stephenson and Company, was 
the first steam locomotive to haul passengers on a public railway, 
the Stockton and Darlington Railway in 1825. In 1830 George 
Stephenson opened the first public inter-city railway,  

the Liverpool and Manchester Railway. Rob-
ert Stephenson and Company was the pre-
eminent builder of steam locomotives in the 
first decades of steam for railways in the Unit-
ed Kingdom, the United States, and much of 
Europe. 

In the 20th century, Chief Mechanical Engi-
neer of the London and North Eastern Rail-
way (LNER) Nigel Gresley designed some of 
the most famous locomotives, including 
the Flying Scotsman, the first steam locomo-

tive officially recorded over 100 mph in pas-
senger service, and a LNER Class A4, 
4468 Mallard, which still holds the record 
for being the fastest steam locomotive in 
the world (126 mph). 

From the early 1900s, steam locomotives 
were gradually superseded 
by electric and diesel locomotives, with rail-
ways fully converting to electric and diesel 
power beginning in the late 1930s. The ma-
jority of steam locomotives were retired 
from regular service by the 1980s, although 
several continue to run on tourist and herit-
age lines. 

According to Wikipedia  
 

Did Robert Stephenson Build The 
First Steam Locomotive?   

The Flying Scotsman, first steam  

locomotive to exceed 100 mph. 

Replica of the Stephenson Rocket  
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Member Train Items  
“For Sale” 

This page has been created solely as a convenience to our members 
who want to buy and sell from other club members.  FGRS takes no re-
sponsibility for the condition of the items or sale of items.  Any trans-

action is completely between the buyer and seller.   

 Glenn Cooper is having a train sale. 
• All in new or slightly used condition. 

• Some new in box. 

• Please call for the best prices and questions.       Call 352-765-4119 

Bachmann  
US Mail Rail Truck  

with box, little use  

$125 

Pola switch tower no box 

like new $30  

Wood Trestle Bridge 

with extra bents  

included $35.00 

Frank’s Timber House 

                               No Box $85 
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Member Train Items  
“For Sale” 

This page has been created solely as a convenience to our members 
who want to buy and sell from other club members.  FGRS takes no re-
sponsibility for the condition of the items or sale of items.  Any trans-

action is completely between the buyer and seller.   

 More...Glenn Copper is having a train sale. 

SIDE ONE       OPPOSITE SIDE 

 
New in box Pola  

engine shed $125  

Pola Coaling Tower  

No Box $75 

Bachmann Shay 38 Ton with 

box runs great $325 

Bobby’s Garage 

No Box    $65 

Pola School 

House like new no 

box $65 
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Member Train Items  
“For Sale” 

This page has been created solely as a convenience to our members 
who want to buy and sell from other club members.  FGRS takes no re-
sponsibility for the condition of the items or sale of items.  Any trans-

action is completely between the buyer and seller.   

  Glenn Cooper is having a train sale. 
• All in new or slightly used condition. 

• Some new in box. 

• Please call for the best prices and questions.       Call 352-765-4119 

Sq  wood  

water tower 

no box like 

new $65 

Bachmann Texaco 

Tanker /Box $25 

 

Wooden Lumber shed                        

  $100  

 

Two Bachmann coal hoppers PRR With 

boxes Both $65  

   Aristo Gondola PRR with box $35  

Aristo Dupont 

Tanker, no 

Box $35 

Bachmann Phillips 66 with box 

$25 
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Member Train Items  
“For Sale” 

This page has been created solely as a convenience to our members 
who want to buy and sell from other club members.  FGRS takes no re-
sponsibility for the condition of the items or sale of items.  Any trans-

action is completely between the buyer and seller.   

  Glenn Cooper is having a train sale. 
• All in new or slightly used condition. 

• Some new in box. 

• Please call for the best prices and questions.        

• Call 352-765-4119 

 

 

Aristo cover bridge with 

box $50  

$50/box 
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Share A  

Train Experience 

We are continuing to find new ways to bring/

immerse members into FGRS and add value for all 

members.    Sharing your worst and best model or 

train moments as a teaching experience for other club members , sharing 

projects, layout designs, garden features all create member learning expe-

riences.  So whether its your backyard project, or a vintage train adventure, 

we’d love to hear about it.   

For those that have shared a BIG “THANK YOU” .  You are making our newslet-

ter better.   

So send articles/stories, ideas, pictures with text.  What will make this newslet-

ter more fun to read is seeing what members like you are doing, have done or 

learned.   So a few guidelines to help me, help you….. 

 

1) When submitting pictures and articles to the NL please make sure the 

articles are written in Word and the pictures as SEPARATE .JPG attach-

ments.  

Imbedded pictures in an e-mail sometimes gets stripped off by virus soft-

ware, or just come out weird.  Separate attachments please.    

2) A few sentences to be put in the NL is okay.  It doesn’t have to be long. 

 

Please feel free to contact me at: 

fgrs.newsletter@gmail.com 

Thank you!   

    Ross        
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FGRS Membership Application 
The Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS) invites you to join a 

group of people who share a common Interest in large scale trains, 

both indoors, outdoors, or modules. We are a group of individuals, 

Couples, and families who enjoy socializing with others and partici-

pating in train related activities.  Dues 

$30/YR for single or family memberships.  

Annual dues include subscriptions to FGRS Newsletter. All renewals are due in January. If 

interested in joining FGRS or to renew your membership, please Complete this application 

and send a check payable to Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS), 

 

Attn: Jay Archer, Florida Garden Railway Society,  

P.O. BOX 2695, Dunedin, FL  34697-2695 

 

 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Street:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

State:_________  Zip:___________   Phone#:________________________________________ 

E-Mail:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Would you like your information shared with the club members only? Yes_____ 

No______ 

Name badges are $12 each. If mailed add $1.00. They have two lines: One for 

your name and the other line can have the town  where you live or the name of 

your railroad.  

 

First Badge                                                                                Second Badge 

Name:______________________________________             

____________________________________ 

Town or RR name:_________________________             ____________________________________ 

   

 

 


