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                              JULY 2019 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES  

FROM PAUL WAGNER 

 

 

  

The “Golden Spike Model Train Show” in Tampa on June 1 & 2 was a great suc-

cess, with many people coming by our display to see what this garden railroad-

ing is all about.  We had an especially large number of kids come to run the 

kid’s layout while their parents checked out how they might join us.  Thanks to 

all those who worked at the show. 

 

Phil Barcelona, newly appointed as a “Member-at Large”, will be taking the lead 

on the one-day Deland train show on July 13, again, with the small table-top 

layout.  As we begin to have a presence at some of these smaller shows, I think 

we will gain a following of people who will come for the garden trains, and we 

will soon be setting up the large modular layout for all but the smallest shows. 

We will again do the Melbourne train show, and the Train Collectors Association 

(TCA) show in Orlando this year in September.   These shows have traditionally 

been primarily “O” scale shows, but I think we can change that.   
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At the last Board Meeting in March, we discussed ways to get the spread-out 

population of our membership together more often.   We are working on a  

special event, mid-winter, centrally located so all could attend without an all-day 

drive – possibly a mini-convention.  Suggestions are welcome as we put it  

together.    

 

Speaking of suggestions, your board is putting together a survey for you all to 

conveniently tell us (and each other) what you like, what you dislike, and how 

you’d like to change the FGRS to improve it.  I hope you will all take a few 

minutes to fill it out when it arrives in your email, or postal mailbox.    

 

How the time flies!  We need nominations for officers for 2020, already.  We 

never did get the VP slot filled, I would like to get someone in that right away, 

and then he or she would take over President in January.  I served for two years 

as Vice-President, and in December, I will have served for President for two 

years.  I would now like to pass the torch and hope to see some new fresh  

ideas and leadership from one of you.  Our bylaws state that the serving  

Vice President shall become the President, at the end of the President’s term.  

The Vice President can be appointed by the President, if no one has been  

elected to that post, so if one of you would be willing to take on the VP, post, 

with that in mind, I hope you will give me a call and step up. And, in that case, 

we will need a new Vice President to be nominated and serve in January 2020.    

 

In summary, we need nominations for the elected board members: 

1. Vice President  

2. Secretary  

3. Membership Chair  

Additionally, there are three appointed positions we will need to fill: 

1. Newsletter Editor  

2. Event Chair 

3. Webmaster 
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It appears that this summer has proven to be a busy time for almost all of us, as 

I see that there are still no meets scheduled.  Many people I know have taken 

several trips already this summer, and even more of our ranks have become 

snowbirds, or nearly so.  I’m sure that many of you are preparing your layouts 

for a meet in the early fall, and we are anxious to hear about your plans.  With 

70 enthusiastic members, I am confident that big things will be happening in the 

coming months.  If we can arrange an activity during the coming month, I will 

post a newsflash, and get everyone together.  Until then, 

Good health and Railroading to All! 

- Paul Wagner,  President 
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FGRS 2019 BOARD MEMBERS 

FGRS President 

Paul Wagner 

941-445-0409 

fgrs.president@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Vice President 

OPEN POSITION 

  

fgrs.vicepresident@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Treasurer 

Melinda Archer 

 727-421- 5894  

Fgrs.treasurer@gmail.com  

 

FGRS Membership 

Jay Archer 

727-736-1989 

fgrs.membership18@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Newsletter 

Tom Hite 

860-803-0049 

fgrs.newsletter@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Event Chairman 

Fred Weber 

410-310-6001 

fgrs.eventchair@gmail.com 
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          2019 

  

    

 

 if anyone else is interested in hosting a fun run at their house please 

send me an  e-mail with all the details, date, time, address, length of main 

line, minimum diameter curves, what you will supply, and anything else 

you feel is pertinent to the event.  

 

If you have requested to host an event with someone else you need to 

contact me to get onto the official schedule.  Please do not contact any 

other board member. Things can get forgotten or lost in transition.  

 

FUN RUNS AT MEMBERS HOUSES 
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 TRAIN SHOWS 

 

 
  

  

 JULY 
 

July 13, 68th Florida Rail Fair, Deland, FL, Volusia County              Fairgrounds 
(Model Train Show) 

FGRS will exhibit, please contact Fred Weber if you can help 
 
 

AUGUST 
 

August 17,18,  The Villages Summer Rail Expo Show and Sale, Savannah Re-
gional Recreation Center,1545 Buena Vista Blvd 
The Villages, Florida 32162 

Aug 27– 31, GR National Convention, Portland, Oregon (See details in this 
newsletter under “NGRC 2019 Updates”) 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 
September 7, Melbourne Train Show, 9am - 2pm 
Azan Shrine Center 
Melbourne, Florida 32935 
FGRS will exhibit, please contact Fred Weber if you can help 
 
September 21, TCA Meet and Train Show, Lake Nona Middle School, 13700 
Narcoossee Road 
Orlando, FL 32832 
FGRS will exhibit, please contact Fred Weber if you can help 
 

OCTOBER 
October 5, 69th Florida Rail Fair, Deland, FL, Volusia County              Fair-
grounds (Model Train Show) 
 

NOVEMBER 

 

November 23, Regal Railways Toy Trains and Collectable Show,  
Dover, FL, Hillsborough County Fairgrounds 
215 Sydney Washer Road 
Dover, FL 33527 

 

http://schultzspacecoasttrains.com/locations/view/1
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DECEMBER 

December 7, Melbourne Train Show, 9am - 2pm 
Azan Shrine Center 
Melbourne, Florida 32935 
 
December 22, 23, Tampa Train Show, Florida State Fairgrounds 
 
 

  
 
For a Complete list of Train Shows go to http://www.railserve.com/events/
train_shows.html 
 
Save the above web address as it has a complete updated list of Train Shows 
Nationwide, along with a lot of other good information about the Hobby. You will 
be very surprised at how many train shows there are just in Florida year round 
and will find them listed here. 
 

 
   
 
   

http://schultzspacecoasttrains.com/locations/view/1
http://www.railserve.com/events/train_shows.html
http://www.railserve.com/events/train_shows.html
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Check these links periodically because content will no doubt change over time. 

   

NGRC Newsletter - 17 August 2018.pdf  

www.ngrc2019.org  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willamette_Shore_Trolley  

 

   

 Early discount registration has now passed for the 2019 National Garden Rail-
way Convention and Train Show, but you can still get in on the excitement at the 
regular price – it will be well worth it!  Go to https://2019ngrc.wildapricot.org/ for 
a complete rundown and the latest updates.  The latest NGRC Newsletter can 
be accessed from this site under the “Info” Menu.   

The convention runs from August 27 through August 31. 

 

Save the Dates! 
Be sure to mark your calendars now for this exciting Railroad Extravaganza. 

August 27 through August 31, 2019 

 See you in Portland in 2019. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

NGRC 2019 Updates 

https://2019ngrc.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=qR4GIYR71m8gRSKbvZc1IxzJNqpW32Lvny5W5NfsGNY6WLJkPbNyxn7tQomnXaQuECeZQaxuA%2brCx6QweMAGHJgMk09f6dB8FxBMxGpyFJY%3d
https://2019ngrc.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=Co2NDVJ1Gfka4y11OE8epCTTyM7PrCdr8vprXBNpUYm2fGJLHw%2b1YOyp0fft3IF%2fQevz3%2fBNgjC85L%2bwCVJFesSnDJsOZfGNXvH3pRBlPtc%3d
https://2019ngrc.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=S5bDM73U41mTWep5KuF5qbMja9BJ9sgLn69XG5ER%2f1B56fwCPMjD%2f40NJXgnZMQTCq89x%2fwsO7XskSXlkJsKf5MmrJbl5uKCM5QLQFB5w8I%3d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0iPCTzxzsQ&feature=youtu.be
https://2019ngrc.wildapricot.org/
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LINKS TO TRAINS PAST & PRESENT 
 

Union Pacific Big Boy Tour Updates 

 

 

The inaugural run of the Union Pacific Big Boy No. 4014 last month having been 

a thundering success, a tour going as far east as Chicago, returning to Chey-

enne on August 8th  has now been set.   The details can be found at https://

www.up.com/heritage/steam/schedule/index.htm, and http://www.railgiants.org/

Big-Boy-Excursion-Info.php 

There’s sure to be many more of the exciting videos posted on the web for those 

of us who can’t break away to chase this magnificent locomotive in person. En-

joy! 
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Phil Barcelona and Cindy Baron make the trains come alive for the kids, while 

Mark Demyan tells a visitor about garden railroading.  

TAMPA TRAIN SHOW 
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- Two young engineers have their hands on the throttle.   I'm betting they're go-
ing to be life long garden railroaders. 
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Melinda Archer looks on as a crowd gathers to run our trains. Paul and Jay 

have set up a test track to demonstrate battery powered and live steam  

locomotives.    
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 I originally laid my track on loose gravel, similar to what Don Parker recom-

mended in his series of articles starting in April 2010 Garden Railways maga-

zine.  I later tried bonding the loose gravel in place, with “Concrete Bonding Ad-

hesive” a white liquid adhesive similar to white carpenter’s glue, and that de-

creased the amount of needed maintenance greatly.  There was still periodic 

alignment, kinking, and twisting problems that needed tedious attention and la-

bor a few times a year. 

I looked at various poured cement and lumber bases advocated by some suc-

cessful garden railroaders, and Kevin Strong’s early PVC pipe method, but with 

most of them, the heave and movement due to expansion and contraction in 

tropical Florida climate would seem to require a lot of periodic maintenance.   

 

I then noticed a method of building roadbed using parallel PVC exterior trim 1 x 

2 strips.  This method of building roadbed first came to my attention from an ar-

ticle by Paul Race (with major input by Bill Logan) from Ohio on 

www.Familygardentrains.com.  They advocated using expensive, hard to find 

plastic strips, which admittedly would be very strong.   But when I saw Keven 

Strong’s articles in Garden Railway Magazine, Feb & April 2017, “Renovating 

Shade Gap: Part 1” and “Renovating Shade Gap: Part 2”, advocating exterior 

PVC 1 x 2, cheap and readily available, supported by PVC conduit risers,  I 

jumped into using the method for my next trackwork addition.   I followed his in-

structions fairly closely, although I found using 1” conduit, instead of the ¾”  

Kevin recommended resulted in a sturdier, more controllable structure.  After 

having about 50 feet of this in place for over a year now, I am sold on it.  You 

can easily bring dirt, gravel, or “hypertufa” concrete mix up to the level of the 

track, or you can disguise the conduit supports as bridge piers, and use it for a 

very credible plate girder bridge.  Loosely screwing the track to the PVC strips 

provides stability, but enough flexibility so that the track can move a little when 

expanding.  This has reduced maintenance to an absolute minimum.  I use Aris-

PLASTIC SPLINE ROADBED 

BY PAUL WAGNER 
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tocraft rail joiners and leave the screws just loose enough so that the rails can 

slide a bit.   I bond ballast to the sides of the track, which has stayed in place 

better than on the track with no PVC roadbed.  I paint it black, so that if it 

shows, it’s not noticeable.  If I were starting over, I would definitely lay all my 

track with this method.  Shoot me an email if you missed seeing it at one of me 

meets, and would like to come over and take a look.  

Paul Wagner 

wagstation@aol.com 
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TRAINS FOR SALE 
Red Hot Sale From FGRS 

Straight Brass Track different lengths $1.00 a foot. Please note rails with-
out ties are for additional club modules. 

C- clamps 4 inches 2 per set 9 sets available $5.00 per set 

Table legs folding 2 per set. 5 sets available $8.00 per set 

All sales go directly into the club.  

Please contact Fred Weber for any question  and sales of these products  
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Train sale from a member’s estate. A donation to the FGRS will be made on all 

sales. 

 

More info on condition and sales information please contacts Fred Weber.  

410-310-6001 

fgrs.eventchair@gmail.com 

Combine is in rough condition. Missing one door, missing end rails, plastic 

wheels, and no lights inside. 

 

 

Coach looks good with Figure on end platform plastic wheels. Both cars for $30 

Two flat cars with Circus cages with one animal in each cage.Both cars $30  

No boxes on these cars. 
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Cattle car very good condition.plastic wheels.  $20 no box 
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Aristo Craft  covered gondola car Union Pacific  medal wheels no box   

Great condition $50  
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Two LGB flat cars, plastic wheels, two axle very good condition, no box, 

 

One has two   

wheels with Chains holding them done. One has an air hose missing on one 

end. Both for $40 Mr Bruce the cat is not part of this sale, just a photo bomber 
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Aristo Craft old time coal car with metal wheels. Coal load is removable very 

good condition no box &40 
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Not sure who made this flatcar has metal wheels no box in good condition $30 

 

This could be USA photo bomber not included  
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FGRS Membership Application 

The Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS) invites you to join a group of people 

who share a common Interest in large scale trains, both indoors, outdoors, or 

modules. We are a group of individuals, Couples, and families who enjoy social-

izing with others and participating in train related activities.  Dues 

$30/YR for single or family memberships. Annual dues include subscriptions to 

FGRS Newsletter. All renewals are due in January. If interested in joining FGRS 

or to renew your membership, please Complete this application and send a 

check payable to Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS), 

Attn: Jay Archer, Florida Garden Railway Society, P.O. BOX 2695, Dunedin, FL  34697-2695 

 

 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Street:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

State:_________  Zip:___________   Phone#:________________________________________ 

E-Mail:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Would you like your information shared with the club members only? Yes_____ No_____ 

Name badges are $12 each. If mailed add $1.00. They have two lines: One for your name and the other 

line can have the town  where you live or the name of your railroad.  

First Badge                                                                                Second Badge 

Name:______________________________________             

____________________________________ 

Town or RR name:_________________________             ____________________________________ 
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     Please take note  
 

When submitting pictures and articles to 

the NL I need the articles written in Word 

and the pictures as .JPG attachments.  

Imbedded pictures in an e-mail sometimes 

gets stripped off by my virus software.  

A few sentences to be put in the NL is 

okay. 

Copying word documents into the NL 

works great. Problems exist when I have 

to copy and paste. Imbedded pictures do 

not work well and sometimes come out 

weird and I have to do a lot of editing.  


