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                              March 2018 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES  

FROM PAUL WAGNER 

 

 

  Everyone likes a good Train Show!   There are around a dozen shows in Florida each 
year, and we should be exhibiting at most of them.  Many are small shows, and we have 
excused ourselves from doing setups at some because “there is no interest in garden rail-
roading” at this or that show.   Well, I think that if we show up with some trains, videos, how
-to clinics, and a friendly smile, we can get people interested.   There are many people who 
have some G scale trains, and just need some encouragement to join our ranks.   

We are making progress towards constructing a new display layout that will be scalable for 
small shows, and will make it easier and more fun to set up an exhibit.  Ron White showed 
us a sample module he had constructed at Charlie’s meet last month.  It was built in such a 
way that would make it possible for members to construct a scene of their own to bring and 
connect with other similar modules at a show.  In the meantime, various plans have been 
proposed that would make it possible for us to set up a small display at shows where there 
in insufficient space for our old 53’ x 26’ sectional layout.  

On March 10 – 11 at the Bradenton Train Show we are setting up some tables with a small 
layout designed primarily for children to operate, but we will also be showing videos of 
some of our members full-on garden railroads on the new FGRS TV set.   This has sparked 
a lot of interest in the past, as have the brief clinics our members have put on, which show 
prospective members how much fun it is to get your hands on these great miniature trains.   

There are still a few open time slots for helpers for this show, especially on Sunday.  Please 
call Paul Wagner to sign up to help man our booth.  Our Events Chairman, Fred Weber had 
planned to manage this event, but sadly, had to leave town to attend the funeral of a dear 
cousin who died suddenly.  Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to Fred and his family in this 
difficult time, and we will carry on in his absence at the Bradenton show.  

Good Health and Railroading to All! 

Paul Wagner – FGRS President  
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FGRS 2018 BOARD MEMBERS 

FGRS President 

Paul Wagner 

941-445-0409 

fgrs.president@gmail.com 

FGRS Vice President (ACTING) 

THIS POSITION IS OPEN 

ANY VOLUNTEERS? 

fgrs.vicepresident@gmail.com 

FGRS Treasurer 

Joyce Chapman 

352-536-9499 

fgrs.treasurer@mail.com 

FGRS Newsletter 

Tom Hite 

860-803-0049  

fgrs.newsletter@gmail.com 

FGRS Event Manager 

Fred Webber 

410-310-6001 

fgrs.eventchair@gmail.com 

 

  

       FGRS Membership 

  Jay Archer  

727-736-1989  

                    fgrs.membership18@gmail.com 
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UPCOMING TRAIN SHOWS 

 

   2018 Upcoming Florida Train Meets/Shows    
   
  
  

 
March 3:  First Christian Church, 1908 SE Fort King, Ocala   34471 9A-3P 
(Lions Club, contact Bob Chadwick, 352694-6381)  
March 10:  US Army National Guard Armory, 8551 W. Venable St., Crystal Riv-
er  34429  (Regal Railways, above) 

 

March 10-11:  Bradenton Convention Center 1 Haben Blvd.Palmetto 10AM-4PM 
(RealRail) Contact Bill Clark 941-504-2474. Please call Paul Wagner we need 
help for this one. 
 
March 24:  Hillsborough Cty. Fairgrounds, 215 Sydney Washer Rd., Do-
ver  34429  (Regal Railways, above)  
 
April 7:  Lopez Hall, 7177 58th St. N., Pinellas Park  33781  (Regal Railways, 
above)  
 
April 14:  63rd Florida Rail Fair, Volusia County Fairgrounds, Tommy Lawrence 
Arena, 3150 E. New York Ave.,    Deland  32724 Contact Charles W. Miller 703-
536-2954, rrshows@aol.com (Golden Spike)  
May 19:  Hernando County Fairgrounds, 6436 Broad St., Brooksville  34601 
(Regal Railways, above) 
 
   

mailto:rrshows@aol.com
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 March 24, FGRS Garden Railroad Meet -- 11:00 AM to 4 PM.  

Paul and Pat Wagner 

1781 S Cranberry Blvd, North Port, 34286.     

Phone 941-426-4847, or mobile: 941445-0409 

email: wagstation@aol.com 

 

Bring chairs and a picnic lunch, and a train to run.  Drinks will be provided. This 
layout was designed for 1:29 scale rolling stock. The clearances will not allow 
most 1:20.3 to run.   Battery power, only. 

 

This layout is patterned after the South Fork Division of the Southern Railway in 
the Lake Cumberland area of Kentucky.  The layout depicts the Southern Rail-
way as it would have appeared near the end of the steam era (circa 1945). 
There is a double track mainline which can be operated point-to-point between 
two towns, or as a single, long “dogbone” for continuous operations. There are 
stations, a logging spur, and a coal mine along the way.   There is 300’ of main-
line and 6 stub sidings set up for switching operations.  Sharpest curves are 
12.5’ diameter with #6 turnouts.  Mainline grades are 2%.   

 

The layout covers 23’ x 72’ of hilly terrain with a pond and cascading waterfalls.  
There is also an extension to a staging yard in a shop.   The landscaping was 
constructed using 17 tons of rock and 70 yards of various types of fill.   Em-
bankments and roadbed grades were constructed using buried bricks, and vari-
ous concrete mixes, including hypertufa, with the ballast and stone embank-
ments being bonded in place with concrete bonding agent.    Rolling stock in-
cludes 1:29 scale steam engines and heavyweight passenger cars in Crescent 
Limited livery; coal hoppers serving a mine; a logging train, and several peddler 
freight trains.   

Control is by Airwire with battery power being charged through constant track 
voltage.  Sound is from Phoenix P5 units plus one LGB sound-equipped loco.    

 

 

 

MEETS AT MEMBERS HOUSES 

mailto:wagstation@aol.com
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April 28th   - Fun Run at Tom & Gloria’s House. Located at 23379 Superior Ave 

Port Charlotte. The Tropical RR hours will be 12:00 to 4:00. Bring your own 

lunch. Soda and water will be provided. The TRR has 400’ of main line track 

with 20’ diameter curves so bring on the Big Boys. The switching yard has 7 

tracks for plenty of storage. All switches are #6. Battery power only. 

 

May 19th   - Fun Run at Don & Lenojo Carter ‘s their Silver River Railroad will 

be operation from  11:00 AM – 4:00PM 

    

Under construction since 2000.. Almost done…(never) 

 

The host will provide paper products, water, sodas, tables and a few chairs. 

Please bring a dish to share. You are welcome to bring something to run. I do 

track power (Bridgeworks 10 &15 amp power) double track with smallest curves 

are 10’ outside & 8’ inside radius. 

 

The layout [G scale Trains] is out doors and covers 1,300' of track over 1/2 

acre. There is a 30' oval pond 100' stream and 8' bog. The freight yard is in one 

bay of the two car barn garage. The town “Silver River” is based on the early 

1950’s. 

   

The address is: 

6130 NE 3rd. Place Ocala, Fl. 

 (Just one mile from Silver Springs @ SR40 and SR35) 

 

Directions from Ocala visa I75, US 441, 301, 27: 

Take SR 40 East. This is the road to Silver Springs, to NE 7 Street, just past 

Ocala Golf Club. 

 Turn right. 

Go East on NE 7th Street to Baseline Rd, (SR 35). (about 2 miles) 
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Cross over Baseline RD. and go one long block to NE 61 Terrace. (Green Ridge 

Acres) 

Turn right off NE 7th Street onto NE 61 Terrace.  Go to the top of the hill to NE 3 

Place. Turn right on NE 3 Place. Go to the end of the street and park. (Short 

block dead end) 

  

The trains are behind the white fence. 

Look for the R/R sign's 

  

Look forward to seeing you all. 

Don & Lenojo Carter 352-207-5434 

 doncarter521@embarqmail.com 

 

 

   

 if anyone else is interested in hosting a fun run at their house please send 

me an  e-mail with all the details, date, time, address, length of main line, 

minimum diameter curves, what you will supply, and anything else you 

feel is pertinent to the event.  

 

If you have requested to host an event with someone else you need to contact 

me to get onto the official schedule.  Please do not contact any other board 

member. Things can get forgotten or lost in transition.  
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Once again Charlie put  on a show for  all of us. The Layout is absolutely  

gorgeous. The water feature was outstanding.  Charlie gave me the  lower line 

to run my gondola train.  

Here is the gondola train approaching the curve. Charlie’s train running above. 
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There’s Charlie having a bite after 

running his trains. It was a beautiful 

day. I want to thank Charlie for having 

us. I can’t wait until next year. This 

was a good time had by all. 

I couldn't resist this photo. A beautiful 

water feature. 



10 

Notice the banked curves. Just a little more detail that makes this an outstand-

ing layout. 
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 For more information visit their web site.  

http://ngrc2018.com/ 

Garden Railway National Convention  

and Train show  June 4-9 

http://ngrc2018.com/
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LINKS TO TRAINS PAST & PRESENT 

   UP 4-8-4 to steam once in 2018 
Steam crews to focus efforts on restoring Big Boy 4-8-8-4 No. 4014 to operation 

By Hayley Enoch | January 4, 2018  

RELATED TOPICS: STEAM/PRESERVATION 

Submitted by Bruce Benardo 

Union Pacific 4-8-4 Northern-type No. 844 pictured at LaSalle, Colo., in 2009. 

CHEYENNE, Wyo. — Union Pacific's flagship 4-8-4 steam locomotive, No. 844, will make only one 

trip at the head of the Denver-to-Cheyenne Frontier Days train in late July. That reduced schedule, the 

company said in a news release issued late Wednesday evening, will allow the  

steam show crew to keep on schedule to have the Big Boy 4-8-8-4 No. 4014 fully operational in 2019.  

 

"We're excited to see everybody out on that one trip," Ed Dickens, senior manager of the heritage pro-

gram, says in the news release. "We sincerely appreciate everyone’s understanding for only having one 

trip this year. We want to make sure we can get the Big Boy ready." 

 

Dickens says that the steam crew has disassembled No. 4014 down to its frame to permit repair and 

cleaning of the piping and other internal components that are inaccessible when the locomotive is assem-

http://trn.trains.com/authors/hayley-enoch
http://trn.trains.com/tags/steampreservation
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bled. Dickens says that the team will replace up to 90 percent of the 4014's air and steam piping now, 

while they have the chance to work on the locomotive disassembled. The team acquired new pipe-

bending machinery for the work and will also paint the frame and all of the components with rust-

resistant paint.  

 

"Why mess around with a part that's got over a million miles on it, when we have the ability to machine 

a new component and fabricate it just as they did in the 1940s?" Dickens says. "This isn't just a quick 

fluff and buff, this is a massive ground-up restoration." 

 

Union Pacific officials say the team is on track to finish No. 4014 by 2019, and that both the 4014 and 

the 844 will participate in the Golden Spike ceremony to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the 

completion of the Transcontinental Railroad. 

 

 

CIRCUS TRAIN  PRESERVATION , 

.Submitted by Bruce Benardo 
 
Feb 26,2018   At least they are not being scraped out! 

 

A crane and crews work to lift former Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey Circus cars from a nearby shortline railroad siding to 
panel track laid at the Kirby Family Farm in Williston, Fla., on Saturday, Feb. 24. The circus cars are destined for re-use as 
dormitories for at-risk and special needs youth. 

http://trn.trains.com/tags/circus-train
http://trn.trains.com/tags/preservation
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A  crane  lifts a former Ringling Bros. circus train car onto panel track at the Kirby Family Farm in Florida. 

 

WILLISTON, Fla. — Now that 16 passenger cars and four flat cars that once were part of the famed 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus have a new home in north-central Florida, a Florida family 
plans on turning them into dormitories for at-risk and special needs youth. 
 
On Saturday, Feb. 24, curious railfans gathered at the invitation of the Kirby Family of the Kirby Family 
Farm in Williston to watch as a crew with a crane moved circus cars from a Florida Northern Railroad 
siding to panel track at the farm. Farm owner Daryl Kirby told Trains News Wire before the event that 
he wanted as many people who want to, to see the move. 
 
GP7u No. 55 of sister Pinsly railroad Florida Central led the train and helped crews position cars so they 
could be lifted onto the nearby panel track. Kirby said re-using the circus cars as dormitories would be a 
novel experience for the children who will someday stay in them. Kirby decline to say how the farm ac-
quired the cars, but thanks Circus-owner Feld Entertainment, CSX Transportation, and U.S. Sugar, 
among others, for their cooperation and support. 
 
The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus operated continuously from 1871 to 2017. The circus 
moved by train during most of its existence including to its final performance May 21, 2017. 
 
More information on the family farm is available online.  

https://www.kirbyfarm.com/
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Submitted by Bruce Benerdo 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Summerville Steam Special and Chickamauga Turn excursions 

will start rolling out of Grand Junction Station in March!  

Summerville Steam Special 
 

These vintage trains follow a historic route from Grand 
Junction Station in Chattanooga to Summerville, Geor-

gia; crossing the state line in Rossville, traveling past 
Chickamauga-Chattanooga National Military Park and 

through  

Chickamauga Rock Spring, LaFayette, Trion, and into  

Summerville.  

Departure for the all-day trip is 9:00 am with return ap-
proximately 6:00 pm. The first trip will be  

March 3rd! 

 

Chickamauga Turn 

Traveling from Chattanooga to Chickamauga, GA, our 

Chickamauga Turn trip allows passengers to stroll 

through the quaint downtown area, visit the Chicka-

mauga Depot, or walk a block or two to view the Civil 

War-era Gordon-Lee Mansion and Crawfish Springs 

City Park.  

Departure for the trip is 10:00 am with return approxi-

mately 4:15 pm. The first trip will be  

March 10th! 

 

                                                www.tvrail.com  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d2GhVSJLv7IBELRgsm1MOrpj-vS7XvfUDQxwA0b1_eN09u91Q1G6t6DR8AzF5Fqvzo5qXWbIBbyxOCyLzGVbugS4rObdZds-cDeRKbsQ1zm1CdOUzJOgaEcKLQDkFB5-5kgG9g74bjXwOtHpGgEcRdwAVikIExNQkh2qLv8GaN8=&c=cu1b33g8CTCeso9oY_RShmMcxFDOVs_m_i3_-g-6BjqwAo46X12OJ
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EggHaulers.com has released its EggHaulers, designed to go behind your Eg-
gliners. The simple four-piece kit can be painted as you wish or it can just be 
assembled in five minutes and be ready to run. The car is available in red, 
green, yellow, or blue. Visit the website for complete information:  

www.egghaulers.com 

 
Submitted by Bruce Benardo. 
 

Also Bruce has sent me information  about the Florida Railroad Museum in  
Parrish. Click on the link to find out all the activities that are going on  in our own 
back yard. 
 

http://www.frrm.org/index.html 

http://www.egghaulers.com
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Frisco 3749 Campaign 

Preserving Florida’s past, enchanting Florida’s future. 

The Florida Railroad Museum has embarked on an ambitious program to cos-
metically restore St. Louis & San Francisco (Frisco) 3749 back to its 1950’s glo-
ry. 

At its new venue in Parrish, FL the locomotive will become an icon of the last 
days of steam in Florida for visitors worldwide, and a cultural resource that tells 
the story of how the railroads made Florida great. 

Rich History: 

In 1957 MGM released the movie "The Wings of Eagles" recorded at the Pen-
sacola Naval Air Station, the birthplace of naval aviation.  
Staring John Wayne and Maureen O’Hara, the film also stared an 
unassuming Frisco 0-6-0 Switcher locomotive numbered 3749, 
weighting 77 tons with an 11-foot wheelbase and a deep rooted 
Florida history for services in the film. 

After filming was complete, 3749 sat in Pensacola's Pen Yard for 
several years until it was finally sold to a local scrap dealer in 
about 1968 where it remained intact until the seventies. 

Frisco retired the 3749 in September of 1952, from that point until the Fall of 
1956 it was leased to Alabama State Prison and worked their branch from Hux-
ford to the prison. It was then moved to Pensacola and used in the movie until 
early 1957 when it was placed into storage. It remained at Pensacola until the 
Fall of 1966 when it was sold for scrap to Pensacola Scrap Processors. It was 
moved there on 11/11/66 and then sold to a private individual in the Orlando, 
FL. Area where remained until late 1970s when it was donated to the city. It was 
then displayed at the Church St. Station, Orlando, Florida before being donated 
to the Florida Railroad Museum in Parrish in 2012. 

The Mission 

The Florida Railroad Museum is an immersion into the past, with vintage Florida 
artifacts on display and in operation. Leveraging 9 miles of track from Parrish to 
Willow, the museum operates diesel trains enriching the lives of children of all 
ages. Stepping back in time, you traverse the Florida countryside as it was in 
the 1940’s and 50’s in vintage equipment from around the state. 

The Florida Railroad Museum is a 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit Florida corporation, 
providing educational and entertaining journeys to nearly a million visitors since 
its inception. The Museum is dedicated to celebrating the heritage and exploring 
the future of Florida railroads through historic preservation, advocacy, research, 
and operations. The Museum collects artifacts and archival material from the 
railroad industry to exhibit and interpret their significance in American life and 
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culture. Exhibits and operations are provided year-round. 

Capital Campaign 

Frisco 3749’s restoration is made possible by public and private contributions. 
Funding provided by private contributions, including foundations, individuals, 
corporations, and in-kind goods and services. 

Make a contribution 

Become a contributor and stakeholder in one of the most exciting museum pro-
jects in Florida! Every dollar makes a difference. 
Your support enables the Museum to continue its Frisco 3749 project, while 
making you a valued Contributor of Record to generations of beneficiaries to 
come. 

Frisco 3749 Restoration - Project Breakdown 

Prepare for Relocation - $5,000 

Strip, Replace & Repair – $30,000 

Paint, Prep and Present - $25,000 
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TRAINS FOR SALE 
This  area will be used to list trains for sale. List them here before going 

to e-bay.  If a club member wants it, you can save the hassle of listing 

and fees. 

Rules are simple. Submit two pictures per item, a description of the item,   

contact information, and the price. 

Send your info to the fgrs.newsletter@gmail.com  e-mail by the cutoff 

date and that’s it. 

Items will appear for two issues unless I am notified of sale before hand. 

  

    I purchased a cast iron switch stand 
from CSX Transportation, Inc. back in 
May 2007. This switch stand was on the 
former Dinky Line siding in downtown 
Orlando. The siding was abandoned 
many years ago and was removed and 
rebuilt as the  Orlando Urban Trail a few 
years ago. I no longer have my Garden 
Railroad and don't need the decoration 
in my back yard any longer. 

 

I ask $200 for the stand. It is 8 ft tall and 
is very heavy and it will require a open, 
low trailer to haul. Contact Bayard @ 

407-648-8896  stixcook@gmail.com       

 

 

  

 

 

mailto:stixcook@gmail.com
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FGRS Membership Application 

The Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS) invites you to join a group of people 

who share a common Interest in large scale trains, both indoors, outdoors, or 

modules. We are a group of individuals, Couples, and families who enjoy social-

izing with others and participating in train related activities.  Dues 

$30/YR for single or family memberships. Annual dues include subscriptions to 

FRS Newsletter. All renewals are due in January. If interested in joining FGRS or 

to renew your membership, please 

Complete this application and send a check payable to Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS), 

Attn: Jay Archer, Florida Garden Railway Society, P.O. BOX 2695, Dunedin, FL  34697-2695 

 

 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Street:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

State:_________  Zip:___________   Phone#:________________________________________ 

E-Mail:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Would you like your information shared with the club members only? Yes_____ No_____ 

Name badges are $18 each. If mailed add $3.00. They have two lines: One for your name and the other 

line can have the town 

 where you live or the name of your railroad.  

First Badge                                                                                Second Badge 

Name:______________________________________             

____________________________________ 

Town or RR name:_________________________             ____________________________________ 

   

 

 



21 

Change in Newsletter 

deadline for April. 
I will be on vacation starting March 23rd and 

returning April 13th. 

 

I will not have a computer so the newsletter 

cut off for the April issue will be March 17th. 

This will give me time to get it out before I 

leave. It  will  return to the normal cut off at 

the end of the month in April for the May  

issue. 

 

Thanks for your  cooperation. 

 

Tom 

 


